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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
(source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/34/Shenzhen_CBD.jpg)
2 3
Along with the rapid economic development (pic1.1), China has 
now become the world's second largest economy. The level of 
urbanization of China is highly elevated with the rural population 
rushing into the cities in the passing years. According to the 
statistics released by the National Bureau of Statistic(NBS), the 
urbanization rates of China in 1953, 1964, 1982, 1990, 2000 
and 2010 were 12.84%, 17.58%, 20.43%, 25.84%, 35.39% and 
49.68% respectively. In 2011, the urbanization rate exceeded 
50%, and in 2016, it raised to 57.35% (pic1.2). The urban 
population of 2016 was 792.98 million people, an increase of 
21.82 million compared with the number in 2015, and the rural 
resident population was 589.73 million people, a reduce of 
13.77 million people compared with the number in 2015. China 
is currently at the fastest period in the process of urbanization, 
with nearly 2% increasing rate per year. The government plans to 
make the urban population account for 70% of the country's total 
population in the next decade, reaching about 900 million in total 
number.1
In this context, large-scale, motor vehicle orientation and 
economic growth-driven style has become the mainstream in the 
urban planning structure in China. In urban planning programs, 
1.1 Motivation
pic1.2  China 's urbanization rate.
(data source: National Bureau of Statistics of China)
pic1.1  China GDP 2006-2016. 
(source: tradingeconomics.com|World Bank)
pic1.3 A typical urban planning plan 
with cores, huge axes and eye-catching 
landmarks
(source: http://www.chla.com.cn/upload/2009-
10/09102209318387s.jpg)
elements like eye catching landmarks, cores and huge axes are 
common (pic1.3). Many rural and urban old towns were forced 
to demolish,  while in the cities, high-rise buildings, wide roads, 
overpasses, CBDs, industrial parks and creative parks were built. 
 
Although there are rigid requirements for building density and 
ratio of green space in the building codes, the user experience of 
public space in China is not satisfying and the space utilization is 
inefficient due to the short design cycle, the client's requirement 
the designer's negligence in  human scale urban design.
 
Located in Ye County, Henan Province, the public square of a 
large scale (pic1.4) is a common example of how public space 
was presented in urban planning, and there is a large number 
of similar squares in other cities and towns in China. At the 
beginning, this kind of square had a function for political rally, 
later this function gradually faded, still, a lot of similar squares 
were built. This kind of squares often use hard paving materials 
and lack of trees and seats for the pedestrians to have a rest, 
plus the exaggerated space scale gives the audience a very 
uncomfortable feeling, making the entire square space utilization 
relatively low.
 
Many of the new buildings are combined with cold building 
pic1.4  A huge square with low space 
utilization rate du to its unfriendly user 
exerience
(photo: Qi xingzhe)
1.Zh.wikipedia.org, 2017
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facade and streets are short of vitality, which gives people an 
uncomfortable feeling and force people to walk fast (pic1.5).
Furthermore, with the expansion of city, the demand for vehicles 
is greatly increased, therefore a great amount of broad roads 
is built (pic1.6). This kind of road is of a large number in new 
urban districts, which not only provides a lot of convenience for 
motor vehicles but also has an elegant appearance. But it is very 
unfriendly for pedestrians, the distance from one side to the other 
side is often too long to walk, in some cases, pedestrians may 
risk their lives to cross the road. Although along the roadside 
exists beautiful green space, these green space does not serve 
for people, the sole purpose of its existence is for the beauty. Is it 
really urban justice that the priority of road using is always given 
to the motor vehicle, leaving pedestrians great inconvenience and 
ignoring their needs and experience?
 
This summer, in Tonghe Shengshi Coummunity in Zhengzhou city, 
the author saw residents enter into the lawn (which is not allowed), 
put their own tables and chairs inside and conduct public 
activities (pic1.7). Is it because the residents are uneducated and 
thus do not keep the order? No, the reason for this phenomenon 
is the defects of the urban design, which did not put the human 
scale into consideration therefore it did not meet the basic needs 
pic1.6 Wide avenue under motor-
vehicle-orientation urban planning leaves 
pedestrians great inconvinience
(photo: Wang Weiren )
pic1.5 A street lack of vitality with unfriendly 
facade in a new district of Nanjing
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
of residents and forced people to break the rules to create 
their own public space. There are numerous cases of such 
violations, and in many cases the reason of violation is due to the 
unreasonable urban design.  
 
In the process of fast urbanization, the folk economy is also 
developing rapidly, some people choose to do small business in 
pic1.7  Residents spontaneosly formed a public communication space inside a lawn due to unreasonable urban design.
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
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the noisy city with a keen eye to find the market gap, using kind of 
informal or marginal way to try to get a way out in the city, such as 
putting food stalls, clothing stalls and so on (pic1.8, pic1.9). This 
free market economy pervasively penetrates into the city, making 
up for the loopholes in urban formal space.
Despite the many conveniences those small entrepreneurs bring 
to urban life, the disorderly development of theses stall hawkers 
and illegitimate shops has also caused many urban problems. 
They take up public space as their own and illegally conduct 
construction, which causes traffic obstruction, air pollution 
and noise pollution. What’s even worse, there are a lot existing 
hygienic problems which lower the quality of urban public space. 
Meanwhile, in rural areas, due to the lack of job opportunities and 
public facilities, in recent years a large number of young adults 
are leaving home and rushing to cities to work, the rural population 
is largely decreased and many of the elderly and children are 
left there. Lots of villages that used to be cohesive have lost their 
vitality, the traditional architecture gradually dilapidated, and 
traditional culture is gradually disappearing.
pic1.8 A Street stall selling toys in 
Hong Kong
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
pic1.9 An informal butcher stall next to a 
seafood supermarket as a supplement. 
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
A. Demand
With the development of the economy, people's demand for 
quality of life increased, the demand for comfortable and vital 
public space is also increasing. In recent years, a phenomenon 
comes into notice that some of the elite people fled from big 
cities like Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou to smaller cities. One 
reason is that the living environment has a lot of discomfort in 
those megalopolis.
 
B. Development trend    
Now China's economic growth rate began to slow down, and the 
country is gradually stepping into the industrial transition period, 
in which characteristics and soft power become very important. 
According to Western experience, exquisite urban design would 
be the trend of China's urban development in the following years. 
C. Social basis    
Although China's economic development is uneven, with many 
places still being very poor and backward, there are many more 
developed cities that already have sufficient social base and 
economic strength to develop these non-essential space to 
enhance the living quality. 
1.2 The Necessity of Research
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D. Political orientation
In recent years, the central and local policies have also shifted 
the emphasis on public space. For example, Xi Jinping in 2015, 
expressed "to make dwellers can enjoy the view of mountains 
and waters and are reminded of their hometowns." In 2016 "CPC 
Central Committee and State Council on further strengthening 
the urban planning and construction of a number of opinions" 
proposed "new residential to promote the neighborhood System, 
in principle, no longer building a closed residential area "and so 
on.2
 
E. Experience in vacancy 
The developed countries have been studying and practicing in 
this area for many years, and they already have mature theories 
and methods. At present, China is still at the stage of starting 
and experimenting, with five thousand years of special cultural 
background, a large population base, and insufficient urban 
infrastructure. The special history and society determines that 
it can not fully copy the western countries routines, but could 
learn from developed countries' research results and practical 
experience with understanding of culture and status difference, 
on the other hand, it can conduct some more targeted research to 
explore a  human scale, people oriented public space design way 
with Chinese characteristics.
1.3 Hypothesis
1. In the Chinese context, public space has the ability of self-
organization. The process of using is also a process of recreating 
public spaces.
2. In the Chinese context, the promotion of public space quality 
and sense of community can enhance people's interest in public 
life. People‘s participation has a positive effect on public space.
3. In the Chinese context, people, urban designers and urban 
managers are not antagonistic, they can achieve the relationship 
of cooperation in the process of public space creation. In addition, 
designers can also guide people to participate in programs of 
public space at different phases, including research, design, 
construction, use and re-creation.
2. Lawinfochina.com, 2017
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1.4 Objectives
1. To understand the current situation, developing process and its 
culture background of Chinese public space.
2. To understand the impact of people on public space in the 
Chinese context, in history and in the present.
3. To explore the possibility of people’s participation in public 
space from different perspectives. Selectively learn from 
other countries' research and practical experience with a full 
understanding of the background differences.
4. To discuss new opportunities and challenges for Chinese 
public space under Internet-Plus era.
1.5 Methodology
Qualitative Research Design
The study uses the theory of Maxwell’s Qualitative research 
design (pic 1.10) as an overarching methodology process:
“Design in qualitative research is an ongoing process that involves 
“tacking” back and forth between the different components of the 
design assessing the implications of goals, theories, research 
questions, methods and validity threats for one another. It does 
not begin from a predetermined starting point or proceed through 
a fixed sequence of steps, but involves interconnecting and 
interaction among the different design components.” 3
Reference Reviews
This study uses references including books, articles, reports, 
speeches, websites, documentations, videos, etc., about publicity 
study, Chinese philosophy, history of Chinese urban development, 
public space development under the Influence of Internet, people-
oriented public space research, etc.
Case Study
The author studies cases about traditional public space both 
in China and in the Western countries, about public space 
pic1.10 A model for qualitative research
(source: Maxwell, J. (2013). Qualitative 
research design. Thousand Oaks, Calif.: SAGE 
Publications.）
3. Maxwell, 2013
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transformation, public participation in urban design, etc. Case 
study occupies a very important position in this study, which 
combines with theory, to verify the hypothesis step by step.
Observation and Research
The author visited Chinese cities including Beijing, Shanghai, 
Hong Kong, Shenzhen, Zhengzhou, Quanzhou, etc. during the 
study period, made observations and conducted researches that 
includes taking photos and videos, making interviews with people 
and urban planning professionals.
Study process
The study process can be concluded into 3 steps:
1.Background study
The background study is a preparation and the base for further 
study. 
In Chapter 2, firstly the author tried to understand the origin of 
“public” concept, its development under Chinese and western 
culture background, as a base of understanding the formation of 
different public space. 
2.Traditional Chinese public space study
In Chapter 3 the author studied traditional Chinese public space 
development, classified different types of public space and chose 
several representative cases for further analysis. After these, the 
author tried to sum up characteristics, problems and opportunities 
of current Chinese public space, and put forward corresponding 
questions.
3.Case analysis
In Chapter 4, the author focused on people’s influence on Chinese 
public space from different aspects: 
A. People’s conscious or unconscious creation and reaction on 
public space with self-regulation ability.
B. Public participation in urban planning and design. 
C. Sense of community played an important role in the formation 
of traditional Chinese public space due to Chinese social 
relationship pattern. The reestablishment of sense of community 
may awake people’s interest of creating and improving community 
public space. 
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D. Vitality promotion of public space may attract more users and 
more activities which can react and recreate public space.
E. People’s influence under sharing-economy as users. 
The author studied relevant cases on these five impacts then 
collected strategies from positive cases meanwhile learn lessons 
from negative cases.
CHAPTER 2
BACKGROUND
(source: http://thehumanscale.dk/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/gehl-projects02.jpg)
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In the field of architecture, it is generally accepted that the term 
"public" can be broadly used to refer to spaces that are not 
exclusive to a individual or group of persons. Herman Hertzberger 
said in his book Lessons for Students of Architecture that:
“In a more absolute sense you could say: 
public: an area that is accessible to everyone at all times; 
responsibility or upkeep is held collectively.
private: an area whose accessibility is determined by a small 
group or one person, with responsibility for upkeep.” 4
However, the term "public" is not a term of architecture itself. It is 
widely used in various fields of social life. At the same time it is not 
a new word, in traditional culture, especially in western traditional 
culture, the word "public" has deep historical origins. Therefore, 
in order to understand "public space", we should start from the 
understanding of the "public", and it´s consort “private”.  So 
temporarily, we just jump out of the professional situation, to study 
its evolution  in the humanities field.
2.1 The Concept of Public 2.1.1 The Origin of  "Public" And "Private" 
The concepts of "public" and "private" have been formed very 
early. They were initially associated with the attribution of 
production and living materials. In fact, the notion of "public" 
clearly appears earlier than "private", the concept of "private" and 
private ownership began to take shape only after the surplus 
product had appeared in the primitive clan community.
The original residence of human society was undoubtedly a 
"public" nature, it belonged to a group of people rather than a 
person (pic 2.1). In this state of common use of spaces, there 
was no family and social, nor public and private. Only with the 
birth of the original marriage and family form, the family became a 
basic unit of social life, the various production and living activities 
within and between families were further divided into private and 
public areas, so that Family-centered activities had a "private" 
characteristics.5
With the continuous development of society, the family's non-
residential functions (production, religion and some living 
functions) gradually separated from within the family, becoming 
more socialized and public . However, this kind of differentiation 
has strong cultural characteristics. The understanding of "public" 
pic 2.1 In primitive societies, public concepts 
appear earlier than private concepts
(source: baike.baidu.com)
4. Hertzberger, 2016 
5. Yu, 2002
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and "private" concepts in different regions and civilizations has 
certain differences. As a kind of cultural root, the difference in this 
understanding directly affects the way in which different regions 
understand and absorb the modern "public" concept.
In the following part, the author briefly describes the concepts of 
“public” and “private” in the ancient Greek civilization which is the 
original birthplace of contemporary western "public" concept, and 
in Chinese civilization as a representative of Oriental culture. 
2.1.2 Public Political Life in Ancient Greece
The public political life in ancient Greece is the rudiment of 
contemporary publicity.
In ancient Greece, every citizen not only had his own private life 
belonging to the family, but also accepted another kind of public 
life, the political life (bios politikos), belonging to the city-state 
community. In ancient Greek city-states, the public domain shared 
by each citizen was distinct from the private domain of each of 
them.6
Hannah Arendt, a famous scholar, classifies human activities 
into three categories: labor, work and action. Labor and work 
were private lives, they occurred in the family as a private 
sector. In contrast to private life, public political life as “action” 
is free from reliance on material necessity. In order to truly have 
conditions necessary for actions, such as interpersonal equal 
communication, non-violence, non-domination, and denial of 
private motives, ancient Greek city-states built a large number of 
various types of public space, such as squares, theaters, courts, 
arena and so on (pic 2.2, pic 2.3). Public political life consisted of 
two forms: one is speech, which can be expressed as discussion 
and litigation; the other is action, which can be expressed as 
competition and war.7
Some social commentators believe that the birth of public life is 
the most important symbol of human beings entering civilized 
society. The family and its associated private property, patrilineal 
authority and authoritarian rule belong to the private domain, that‘s 
barbaric natural society; only the government, law and republican 
belong to the public domain, is the symbol of civilization. 
In this case of ancient Greek, publicity has come out of the 
primitive state of a simple concept of common ownership, and 
gradually formed the prototype of modern public concept.
pic 2.3 An ancient Greek theater
(painter: Cliff Spohn)
pic 2.2 An ancient Greek agora
(source: https://es.pinterest.com/
pin/542402348843282970/)
6. Ma ding. et al., 1999 7. Arendt and Canovan, 2012
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2.1.3 Concept of “Public” in Traditional Chinese 
Culture
China is a country with a very long history of feudal society (more 
than two thousand years), there had never been any democratic 
political system similar to the ancient Greek city-states and the 
Roman Republic.
In mandarin, nowadays “ 公 (Gōng)” and “ 私 (Sī)” mean “public” 
and “private” (pic 2.4), but the meaning of these two words were 
different in ancient Chinese. In the feudal society, the emperor has 
a supreme position. There was a famous saying "Under the whole 
heaven, every spot is the sovereign's ground; to the borders of the 
land, every individual is the sovereign's minister".8 Ancient China 
is a patriarchal society, with the family blood as a link to maintain 
the relationship, emphasizing the hierarchy and ritual system.
In ancient Chinese, the word "Gōng" was used in most cases to 
refer to monarchs, aristocrats, or other high position, powerful or 
old age persons. This reflects the special relationship between the 
monarch and the word "Gōng" in Chinese traditional society.
For example, many vocabularies containing the word "Gōng" have 
a relationship with these people. According to ancient Chinese 
pic 2.4 Pictographic characters of 
“ 公 (Gōng)” and “ 私 (Sī)” 
(source: Shuowen Jiezi)
records, "Gōng Táng" in ancient times referred to the aristocratic 
big house, “Gōng Yuán”, which means public park nowadays, 
referred to royal garden in ancient times (pic 2.5), "Gōng Suǒ" 
referred to the place where the emperor lived, "Gōng Guǎn" 
referred to the palace of ancient princes, "Gōng Tíng" referred to 
the temple court of the emperor, or the imperial court.
When "Gōng" and “Sī” were used together, "Gōng" can also mean 
"common", but it´s still different from the modern "public" concept. 
For example, in Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties (about 2070 B.C.-
256 B.C.), there were a couple of words "Gōng Tián" and "Sī
Tián" (Tián means farmland). "Sī Tián" referred to privately owned 
farmlands, but the "Gōng Tián" didn‘t mean public farmland 
nor collectively owned farmland, its owner is the ruler. Farmers 
cultivated in these fields and handed the harvests to the rulers, so 
the "Gōng" here only means the form of co-cultivation.9
 “According to the Western pattern, all members in an organization 
are equivalent, just as all straws in a bundle are alike. This is quite 
different from the Chinese pattern. Social relationships in China 
possess a self-centered quality. Like the ripples formed from a 
stone thrown into a lake, each circle spreading out from the center 
becomes more distant and at the same time more insignificant……
The basic structure of Chinese moot society is what I have called 
pic 2.5 Gōng Yuán,which means public 
park nowadays, refered to royal garden in 
ancient times.
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
8. Legge, 1931 9. Yu, 2002
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"a differential mode of association" (chaxugeju) (pic 2.6). This 
pattern is composed of distinctive networks spreading out from 
each individual's personal connections……for those people living 
in a settled agricultural society, where everyone earns his or her 
own living from tire land and feels the need of companions only 
under fortuitous, temporary, or spend circumstances. To these 
people, starting relationships with others is a matter of secondary 
importance. Moreover, they need connections to different degrees 
on different amnions. They do not seem to need large, continuous 
organizations. Therefore, their society has adopted a differential 
mode of association. 10
In this environment of "a differential mode of association", royal 
supremacy and rigid hierarchy, there was no where to see the 
democracy and right of citizens. People were used to semi-public 
small groups (families, villages, etc.), rather than a public society 
that is open to everyone in modern meaning. The modern concept 
of "public" came to China very late. This is one of the reason why 
Chinese people are commonly lack of civic awareness. 
pic 2.6 Social relationships in China posses 
a self'centered quality, "a differential mode of 
association"  according to Fei xiaotong
(source: own elaboration)
2.1.4  The Contemporary “Public” Concept
Generally speaking, although there are some similarities between 
the meaning of "Gōng" in traditional Chinese culture and the 
contemporary "public" concept, the ideological core between 
them is different. We can say that the core idea of contemporary 
"public" concept was formed more from the ancient Greek 
publicness.
Hannah Arendt, who was deeply inspired by Greek publicness, 
argues that publicity consists of at least three aspects: publicness, 
actuality and commonality. Arendt believes that public activity 
between people is a kind of "plural" activities. The so-called 
"plurality" contains double characters of distinction and equality.11
Another prominent public scholar, Habermas, holds a similar 
view, but he emphasizes the "reality" in which he argues that 
where the public evaluation of things will be public. This judgment 
function is important because it is the individual members of the 
public community independently use the principle of reason from 
their different perspectives on the same thing formed judgments, 
this process is the public character "actuality" which Arendt 
emphasized.12
10. Fei, 2001 11. Kawasaki, 2002 
12. Habermas, 2014 
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2.2 The Concept of Public Space
A public space is a social space that is generally open and 
accessible to people.13 There are five kinds of public spaces:
A. Public open-air space
Narrowly, public spaces are concerned as public open-air spaces 
such as road, public squares, parks, beaches, etc. (pic 2.7)
B. Public buildings and facilities
To a limited extent, public buildings and facilities owned by 
government which are open to the public can also be called as 
public space, although they have some restricted areas and using 
limits (pic 2.8). 
C. Privately owned public space
Privately owned public spaces are spaces open to the public, but 
owned by private entities (pic 2.9). 
D. Semi-public space
The spaces that are open to the public with some requests or 
rules(pic 2.10), such as a café, you need to pay if you come. Or 
a shop, you can enter it and don´t have obligation to buy, but 
activities unrelated to the purpose of the shop are not unlimitedly 
pic 2.7 An open air public space in Spain 
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
pic 2.8 A public building - Ciudad de las 
Artes y las Ciencias Valencia
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
pic 2.9 A privately owned public space - 
Citigroup center
(source: printerest.com)
permitted. Or in the waiting room of a railway station, sometimes a 
ticket is required.
E. Public space online 
(pic 2.11)
pic 2.10 A semi-public space - Arenas 
shopping center, Barcelona
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
pic 2.11 A public space online
(source: www.zhihu.com)
13. En.wikipedia.org, 2017
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CHAPTER 3
TRADITIONAL CHINESE PUBLIC SPACE 
part of Along the River During the Qingming Festival (painter: Zhang Zeduan)
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Chinese philosophy emphasizes harmony between nature and 
human beings. People appreciate nature and utilize the nature. 
From the painting (pic 3.1) we can see people’s close relationship 
with the nature. Suzhou gardens imitate nature in an abstract way 
(pic 3.2). 
Traditionally, Chinese people live with large family in a residential 
house with courtyard space which also reflects the nature 
philosophy (pic 3.3).
There is a saying that "A country is a big home, a home is a mall 
country". As mentioned earlier, Chinese social relationship of 
traditional people is with  "a differential mode of association", 
with each person being the center of different groups, which 
corresponds to different spaces. In the traditional Chinese 
concept, "country", "city", "home" are all courtyard spaces, 
just  with different scale. In the traditional Chinese architectural 
culture, the concept of "inner and outer" is more able to express 
the essence of spatial meaning than the concept of "public and 
private". 
3.1 Chinese Public Space Development
pic 3.3 Residential house - Siheyuan in Beijing 
(source: http://www.sihehotel.com)
pic 3.1 Harmony between nature and human 
(source: http://www.nipic.com, painter: Cai Chao)
pic 3.2 Suzhou Gardens imitate nature
(source: http://www.sihehotel.com)
Square
During feudal period, the rulers didn't allow the public gatherings 
for fearing of public rebellion, on the other hand, the Chinese 
people do not have the habit of conducting social activity in public 
places. Some of the Chinese festivals, such as temple fairs, the 
contents of which are mostly commercial, usually carried out in the 
street. Consequently, there is no public square in ancient Chinese 
cities. Generally, only the large-scale political activities presided 
by the emperor have the form of rally, therefore only exist political 
square in the palace or in front of the palace (pic 3.4).
However, there are some exceptions, for example, some ethnic 
minorities in China have the habit of singing and dancing, so 
in most cases, there us a square  in the ethnic minority town or 
village (pic 3.5).14
The world's largest square - Tian'anmen Square was built after 
1949, for the needs of large-scale mass rally. Some buildings in 
front of Tian'anmen were demolished. 
Public Buildings
In ancient Greece and the Roman era, there were a lot of public 
buildings, such as  theaters, arenas, outdoor bathing places, 
pic 3.5 A square in a Miao village
A case of ethnic minority public space
(source: https://www.mafengwo.cn)
pic 3.4  There was no public square in 
ancient cities, only eist political squares in 
or in front of the palace.
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
14. Liu, n.d.
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concert halls, libraries and so on. Ancient China did not have 
such large public buildings because there was no habit of such 
public activities. People's daily activities are generally local within 
a small range of relationships. People would raise funds within 
the family to build a magnificent ancestral hall, however, almost 
no one would be willing to invest or to gather money to build a 
public building for the common use. Those large public buildings 
we have seen today, such as libraries, concert halls, stadiums, 
theaters, are mostly coming from the West since the modern 
times.
In Confucianism, the concept of "The benevolent loves other" and 
"honor old people as we do our own aged parents, and care for 
other's children as one's own" is deeply rooted in the minds of 
the Chinese people. In many places, especially in villages and 
towns, there are public buildings donated by people to provide 
convenience for others, where people can have a rest and shelter 
from the rain, such as pavilions, lounge bridges, Dong drum-tower 
and so on. These buildings also served as public communication 
space (pic 3.6).
As shown in the picture (pic 3.7) Dong Drum Tower is a public 
building in Dong village, which, together with a square, is 
generally built in the center of the village. In the Center of the 
pic 3.6 A pavillion in Guizhou, a case of 
public donated building
(source: http://static.panoramio.com/photos/
large/72876090.jpg)
pic 3.7 Dong drum tower - public life center 
of a Dong village
(source: http://www.wheritages.com/uploads/
allimg/150819/2-150Q91A141521.jpg)
ground of Drum Tower, there is a drum for gathering people and 
a large fire for the winter heating, surrounded with fixed benches. 
The villagers often take a rest and chat with friends here after 
daily work, where they can also hold public meeting, perform the 
festivals, etc. It is as the village's living room. 15
Well
Most of the water used in ancient Chinese cities is derived from 
groundwater through wells. A well (pic 3.8) is not only a living 
facility, for a long time, it has become a public space where 
people gather together, take a rest, and chat in groups. Some 
large wells are made into three levels(pic 3.9), the first level is 
fresh water flowing from the ground, used only for drinking, not 
allowed to do any washing; the used water flowing to the second 
level for the use of washing vegetables and fruits and other food; 
The third level is used to wash clothes and other things, after 
these three steps, the water finally flows away. People consciously 
abide by the rules, at the same time, it contains the idea of 
protection of the ecological environment.
Belief Space
In the Western culture, the dominant religion has existed for a 
long period, with the cathedral as the center of the cities, towns 
and villages. The situation is different in China because it has 
pic 3.8 Well as public space
(source: http://www.eastobacco.com/dfycb/201602/
W020160204341914485665.jpg)
pic 3.9 A typical 3-level well, an 
environmental friendly system
(source: Civilization of Construction: - Chinese Traditional 
Culture and Traditional Architecture, Liu Su, Tsinghua 
University Press. page 270)
15. Liu, n.d.
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never experienced an era when the religious power is higher than 
the imperial power. The palace was always the center in ancient 
capital, and the government was always the center in local cities. 
Nevertheless, belief space in the mind of the Chinese people is 
still very important. Chinese beliefs include three types: religion, 
sacrifice and superstition, the boundaries of them are not very 
clear. 
Religious places include Buddhist temples, Taoist abbey and 
so on (pic 3.10). Sacrifices are more common than religion, and 
sacrificial objects are usually ancestors or celebrities, existing 
sacrificial places such as the Ancestral Hall - an important space 
for every clan where people sacrifice the ancestors (pic 3.11), 
Confucius Temple, and Yue Fei Temple. Superstition is a kind 
of irrational belief. Superstitious space is built due to people's 
demand, such as Temple for God of wealth, Temple for Songzi 
Avalokitesvara (about fertility), and even Temple for God of Car 
(pic 3.12). 16
In mandarin, generally people call these belief space "Miào", 
which means temple. Temple bears the role of multifunctional 
public space that organizes people to form a fate of the 
community. Activities related to temple, such as performing, 
pic 3.10 Ancestral Hall of Zhuge Village
(source: https://baike.so.com)
pic 3.13 Temple fair in Shanghai 
Chenghuang Temple
(source: https://vacations.ctrips.com)
pic 3.11 Jiming Temple, Nanjing
(photo: pairock)
temple fair, etc., are important public activities, in which often 
gather crowds, bustling and boisterous (pic 3.13).
In Holmes Welch's options, Chinese temples provide three public 
welfare functions: garden, hotel and rest home, which are mainly 
provided by the secular institutions in the West. 17
After studying Beijing's temples, American scholar Han Shurui 
proposed that the temple is the center of urban public life, theater, 
market, charity relief, scholar lectures, outside complaints, 
festivals, books, publishing, art and leisure activities are carried 
out in the temple, these public activities will help Beijing to build a 
shared urban culture, and ultimately contribute to the formation of 
all levels, a variety of identity common recognition of the "Beijing 
citizens" identity. 18
Opera Stage
Before the appearance of television, computer and cellphones, 
opera is the main entertainment for Chinese people. Ancient 
Chinese opera performances are divided into two categories:
1. Folk entertainment type: at the very beginning, it was performed 
in streets, and then it transformed to open air stage, in places 
such as "Washe" in Song Dynasty (pic 3.14). Later, it began to 
pic 3.12 A Temple for "God of Car" which 
blesses people driving safely 
(source: https://baike.so.com)
pic 3.14 Open air stage in Song Dynasty
(source: Along the River During the Qingming Festival 
painter: Zhang Zeduan)
16. YouTube, 2017
17. Welch, 1970
18. Naquin, 2008 
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shift from outside to inside, with performance in restaurants and 
teahouses. Stage is the indoor teahouse-style with the stage in 
the middle of the hall, backed by one side, the other three by the 
teahouse around. (pic 3.15)
2. Sacrifice music and dance type: It is a show performed for 
the Gods in temples. The stage is a separated outdoor building, 
facing the temple or hall, casually form an ideal watching space 
in the courtyard (3.16). With the subsequent development, this 
kind of stage has become a place where people usually have 
entertainment and even public rallies, with opera performances in 
every festival and celebrations. (pic 3.17)
Commercial Space
Commercial space in mandarin is known as " 市 (shì)", including 
markets, commercial shops, streets and so on.
In ancient China, there was a system for urban planning called 
"Li Fang system" (pic 3.18). The so-called Li Fang system is to 
use the vertical and horizontal road to divide the whole city into 
many small rectangles, and each rectangle is a " 里 Li", or a " 坊
Fang", which is equivalent to today's "Block". Each "Li" or "Fang" 
is surrounded by high walls, with only one door on each side. 
This "system" is not only a kind of urban planning system, but 
also a n urban management system. As china was an agricultural 
pic 3.15 Tea house with opera stage in 
Qing Dynasty
(source: http://s16.sinaimg.cn/large/48d706de44fe991988e0f)
pic 3.17 Sacrificial opera stage becomes 
public entertainment space.
(source: http://www.chiyanshan.com/uploads/
allimg/160303/13222L0Y-0.jpg)
pic 3.16 Sacrificial opera stage  facing the 
temple hall
(source: http://www.ctps.cn/PhotoNet/product.
asp?proid=1888245)
pic 3.18 Chang'An city in Tang Dynasty is 
a typical case of Li Fang System. Business 
activities were concentrated in gree blocks 
shown in the picture 
(source:http://sacrificeworldwide.com/changan/)
pic 3.19 A model of West Market of Chang'An
(source:http://images.china.cn/)
country in ancient times, the state implemented the policy 
"stressing agriculture and restraining commerce". Li Fang system 
cooperated with this policy. High walls were built around the 
block while shops were not allowed along streets. All commercial 
activities concentrated in one or two fixed places called " 市
market", with limited opening time. This is the " 市 market". For 
example, in the Tang Dynasty Chang'an city had the "East market” 
and "West market" (pic 3.19) as commercial places.
Li Fang system in China had a history of more than a thousand 
years, which, in the Tang Dynasty (AD 618 - 907) reached its 
peak, but from the late Tang Dynasty it began to decline, then in 
the Song Dynasty (AD 160 - 1297) it  was officially canceled. The 
main reason for the disappearance of the Li Fang system is  the 
commercial development. One of the main purpose of this system 
is to restrict the commercial development, however, people were 
slowly aware of the economic benefits and improvements of live 
brought by the gradual prosperity of the business. Thus there was 
an urgent need to break rules and to change the status of urban 
life of the city, which reflects that the political control ultimately 
could not withstand the economic temptation. To the late Tang 
Dynasty, with the gradual weakening politics and relaxed 
management, ruels of  Li Fang system were often being broken. 19
19. Liu, n.d.
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pic3.20 Song Dynasty (AD 960 - 1279) is the first peak of commercial development in Chinese history.   
(source:Along the River During the Qingming Festival   painter: Zhang Zeduan)
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Song Dynasty was the first peak of commercial development 
in Chinese history. Initially, the rulers of the Song Dynasty still 
wanted to continue the traditional Li Fang system, residents 
fequently broke walls and open stores, ignoring prohibition rules. 
The intensified contradictions pushed the rulers to make some 
concessions. The problem was finally solved in a way of taxation. 
The era of emperor Songhuizong, in fact, was the symbol of 
legalizing commercial activities and cancellation of the Li Fang 
system which endured for thousand years.
High walls were gone, replaced by row upon row of shops, 
merchants in the cities, busy streets and even all night long 
brightly-lit night market, which presents the prosperity of the city. 
The painting "Riverside Scene at Qingming Festival" is a vivid 
picture of a commercial prosperity scene of the city Bianliang (now 
Kaifeng, Henan), the capital of Northern Song Dynasty. (pic 3.20)
In the year of 1840, with the British invasion and the outbreak of 
the Opium War, China became a semi-colonial and semi-feudal 
country. 
In 1868, the foreigners who occupied Shanghai established 
China's first park (pic 3.21), however, at that time, Chinese people 
pic3.21 The first park in China, built in 1868.
At that time, Chinese people did not 
understand what did "public" mean, and 
what the park was doing for,
(source: http://img.mp.itc.cn/upload/20170420/73b67749
4aef450f81f4e643bf1e0aa4_th.jpeg)
pic3.22 Zhang Garden 
(source: http://www.people.com.cn/mediafile/pic/201602
05/57/17079872994626092869.jpg)
did not understand what did "public" mean, and what the park 
was doing for, so that Chinese were banned from entering the 
park. Although at the beginning the Chinese people could not 
comprehend the concept of public, these modern public space 
founded by foreign people had a subtle influence on the formation 
of modern public awareness.
There is another park in Shanghai, named "Zhang Garden"
(pic 3.22), which was originally an official private garden, 
since 1885 it began to open to the public for free. Because it 
was located in Shanghai public concessions, where the Qing 
government had no right to intervene, so a variety of political 
rallies, speeches are often held there, and gradually it became a 
place for social activities and the promotion of the germination of 
public concepts. "Zhang Garden" is China's largest public place 
in the late Qing Dynasty, known as the "modern China's first public 
space."20
In 1905, for the "preparatory constitution", the Qing court sent 
five ministers to western countries for visiting and studying. They 
visited more than ten countries, what gave them the deepest 
impression is that wherever they go, regardless of size of the 
country, public facilities such as parks, zoos, libraries, museums 
are very common. For them, this is the scene they had never seen 20. Zh.wikipedia.org, 2017
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or even heard before in Chinese history. They mentioned these 
public facilities in particular in their memorials after returning 
China.
Later, China stepped into an era of social turbulence, with a 
variety of revolutionary and political movements, the demand for 
public meeting space constantly increasing. For example, after 
1949, for the needs of large-scale rallies, some buildings in front 
of Tian‘anmen Square were demolished for the construction of this 
large square (pic 3.23).
After the "Economic Reform" in 1978, China's economic 
development accelerated and urban population growth began 
to speed up. In 2011, the urbanization rate exceeded 50% in 
2016 to 57.35%. At present, China is at the fastest process of 
the urbanization, with an annual increasing rate at nearly 2%. As 
mentioned in Chapter 1, in this context, large-scale, motor vehicle 
orientation and economic growth-driven style has become the 
mainstream in the urban planning structure in China. In urban 
planning programs, elements like eye catching landmarks, cores 
and huge axes are common. Many rural and urban old towns were 
forced to demolish, while in the cities, high-rise buildings, wide 
roads, overpasses, CBDs, industrial parks and creative parks 
were built. 
pic 3.23 Tian'anmen Square in 1950s
(source: http://img1.gtimg.com/ninja/0/
ninja141760646826999.jpg)
In addition, projects of urban planning are almost exclusively 
organized by the government, with little public participation. Many 
middle-low rise residential buildings were demolished and the 
inconvenience of communication among multistorey and high-
rise residential neighborhood caused a low sense of belonging 
in the community, besides, due to the population loss in country 
sides, the sense of belonging in rural community is also greatly 
weakened.
In the process of rapid urbanization, the private economy is also 
developing rapidly, informal commercial spaces are pervasively 
penetrating into the city, making up for the city's formal 
space loopholes. In the context of lacking of public facilities, 
spontaneous creation and transform of spaces are conducted to 
meet the use of demand. On the one side, these informal spaces 
bring many conveniences and energies to urban life, on the other 
side, their disorderly development conflicts with the order of 
modern urban development and creates many urban problems, 
such as obstructing the city, hindering traffic and sanitation 
problems, and so on.
With the globalization process, the consumption is gradually 
encroaching the public space, at the same time, the rising fee 
pic 3.24 Commercialization of public space 
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
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of construction and maintenance of public space forces the 
government to ask for help from  private power and commercial 
consumption. On the other hand, a large number of "dull", 
"dilapidated", "breeding crime," and negative public spaces, 
make part of citizen loss the confidence and enthusiasm of using 
the public open air space, instead seek for "private territory of 
the shelter." These are the conditions for the privatization and 
commercialization of public spaces. Moreover, with the increase 
in urban density, public space is showing a three-dimensional 
development trend.21 (pic 3.24)
Since the Digital Revolution, with the popularity of Internet and 
smart phones, the Chinese lifestyle has undergone tremendous 
changes, which also reflects the demand and the use of public 
space.
The impact of Digital Revolution on Chinese lifestyles includes:
1. Strengthen the purpose of conducting an action, reducing 
unknown and random behavior. For example, the popularity of 
GPS navigation improves the travel efficiency, but also reduces 
the chance of encountering and random surprising.
2. Web search engine, media information and social platform 
pic 3.25 Scan, pay and deliver.
A backyard pancake shop in Beijing
(photo: Jason Ho)
pic 3.24 Vertical development of public space
(source:http://www.sdpcus.cn) 
make people become "omniscient", at the same time, the 
exchange cost is also greatly reduced. Compared with face to 
face communication, "The chatting time" in open air space and the 
chance of communication with strangers are becoming less and 
less every time. (pic 3.26)
3. The popularity of photography and social platforms, coupled 
with transport development and the elevated economic level, the 
industry of tourism is under rapid development. More and more 
private and collective space is turning into public space. 
4. Online shopping platform and its supporting logistics services 
are increasingly developed, coupled with its rich product range 
and lower price due to low operating costs, which all results that 
in-store shopping behavior is greatly reduced. Furthermore, online 
shopping also broke the boundaries of the region which provides 
a lot opportunity for unique, original products. (pic 3.27)
5. Sharing economy blurs the boundary between private and 
public. (pic 3.28)
pic 3.27 Self-pick up board as a supporting 
dacility of online shopping 
(source: http://img4.iyiou.com/Cover/2017-07-07/hangye-
kuaidigui.jpg) 
pic 3.28 Dockless sharing-bicycle 
(source:http://img3.imgtn.bdimg.com/it/u=70522390,335
8963043&fm=11&gp=0.jpg) 
pic 3.26 Mobile phone addicts 
(source: www.cqtimes.cn)
21. Ozbay, Ozmen-Ertekin and Berechman, 2003
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In this section, the author selects four typical cases of traditional 
Chinese public space for further analysis.
The first case is Hutong in Beijing as a representative of 
traditional residential districts. The second one is an analysis of 
active traditional commercial streets. The third case is Yongning 
Lounge Bridge Complex as a representative of public space in 
traditional villages. The fourth case is about mobile food stalls as 
a representative of informal spontaneous space.
CASE I 
Hutong - Beijing
Although different areas of China have different architectural 
traditions, in most of the regions, a large family usually live 
together in a courtyard-style residential, with a narrow alley 
outside in most cases. Alley in different areas has different names, 
for example, in Beijing it is called the "Hutong", in Shanghai, it is 
called "Lilong", and in Nanyang, it is called "Jiadao".
The following case of Hutong is a representative of traditional 
Chinese residential districts. (pic 3.29)
3.2 Cases of Traditional Chinese Public Space
pic3.29 Hutong, Beijing 
(source: http://s10.sinaimg.cn/mw690/001wSoZ7ty6FTtzw
8FH09&690)
pic3.30  In hutong, people extend out the home 
function due to limited space inside.
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
pic3.31 Hutong serves as a living room of 
neighborhood 
(photo: Shuhei Aoyama)
According to previous studies, in the traditional Chinese thought, 
the concept of public and private is vague. Due to the large 
number of members in a family, the space for using is limited so 
that people often take up some external space, such as putting 
the flower pot outside the door, drying clothes in the alley, etc. 
Furthermore, they put their own furniture outside, as a way to 
extend out the home function, which spontaneously forms an 
interesting informal public space (pic 3.30, pic 3.33).
As the extension of home, these public space can serve as 
balcony, living room, restaurant, office, etc. (pic 3.31) In addition, 
the alley is also a convenient market. (pic 3.34).
  
These spontaneous public spaces are more community-oriented, 
some spaces are not welcome to the public, but open to the 
people of acquaintance, so the space is closer to a shared semi-
public space in the neighborhood (pic 3.32). The neighbors 
usually know each other and are more familiar with the public life 
habits of the community. They take the public life as part of daily 
life, for example, people play chess at 5 p.m. every Saturday, the 
barber man comes at the period from 8 a.m. to 12 a.m. everyday, 
etc. As the community's daily communication space carrier, these 
spontaneous informal public space are usually full of vitality.22    
(pic 3.35-37) 
pic3.32  A public communication center where 
people put many stools
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
22. YouTube, 2017
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pic3.33  Externalspace of home between public and private
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
pic3.34 A Hutong market
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
pic3.36  A barber "shop" formed only 
with only two chairs and a mirror
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
pic3.35 A small restaurant 
(photo: Shuhei Aoyama)
pic 3.37 Spontaneous creating behavior with furnitures make a variety of active public space in Hutong 
(picture: Shuhei Aoyama)
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E. A variety of eye-catching lanterns and signs, creating a lively business atmosphere.
A. With a suitable scale for walking, the ratio of H/D is appropriate, not too depressed nor too open.
B. Facade facing the street is open and welcomed to the public, attractive goods extending into the streets, with vague 
boundries. 
CASE II
Traditional Chinese Commercial Streets
There are many new-built mordern buildings in China, but in many cities, the most active public spaces are still 
the traditional commercial districts. The author observes various active traditional Chinese commercial district, 
(source: own elaboration)
(source: http://upload.taihainet.com/2016/0910/1473510999219.jpeg)(source: http://p5.pccoo.cn/news/20160915/2016091514262890834639m.png)
(source:http://pic1.hebei.com.cn/003/002/637/00300263767_856f98d1.png(source: http://s1.sinaimg.cn/middle/6cec9c23ha05f9e4157f0&690)
D. Beautiful traditional architecture as a symbol of local culture.
F. In origin, the streets were spontaneous produced, with irregular and diverse form which is interesting and avoid boredom 
during the visit. This form corresponds the idea of avioding " an uninterrputed view" in Chinese architectural culture.  
C. There are a lot of diversity shops under the free regulation of market. Different from those chain brands in shopping malls, 
there are a lot of unique handmade goods here.
(source:http://pic3.40017.cn/poi/2015/12/01/14/OMuUU2_640x320_00.jpg)
(source:http://pic3.40017.cn/poi/2015/12/01/14/OMuUU2_640x320_00.jpg) source:http://img.mp.itc.cn/upload/20160323/04a3817652414a5eb5dc429a19e2a226_th.jpg
(photo: Yuke Zhao) (source:http://www.mafengwo.cn/i/3269346.html?static_url=true)
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pic3.39 Masterplan and plan of Yongning 
Loung Bridge 
(source: Huazhong Architecture, 3/2009, page 145)
CASE III
Yongning Lounge Bridges Complex
The following Yongning Lounge Bridge complex in Qingshui 
She Village, is a representative of public space in traditional 
Chinese villages. 
Qingshui She Village is located in the middle of Fujian Province, 
for a long time a variety of cultures was blended here and 
formed a unique She culture, and a special local architectural 
style comes into formation (pic 3.38) , in which a lounge 
bridge complex cover, temple and opera stage  are typical 
representatives. Lounge Bridge is not only a place for traffic, 
but also a multifunctional spot for rest, communication, worship 
and so on.
Yongning Bridge is located in the Xia street of Qingshui, 
across the River Chengxi, which is the only way for Qingshui 
to connect the outside. With a stone arch below and a bridge 
houses above, It connects both sides of the river. Yongning 
Lounge Bridge was built in 1727 and rebuilt in 1985.23
Lounge bridge is always a traffic artery. In order to show the 
respect for gods, people will set the sacrifice function here, At 
pic3.38 Traditional residentral house of She
(photo: Xue Li)
pic3.40 Yongning Lounge Bridge
(photo: Huang Chaoqun)
the west end of the Yongning Bridge there is a Yuanling Palace, 
dedicated to Mazu. There are local customs to sacrifice to the 
gods through opera performance, so a stage was set at the east 
of the bridge towards Yuanling Palace. Two pavilions are set 
near the upstream waterfall of the bridge - the Zingding Pavilion 
and the Muxian Pavilion, where there is a waterwheel in the 
vicinity of the corridor, which is constantly piercing. Above the 
waterwheel sits a small temple, called the East Pavilion. It gets 
bustling and lively every time when a temple fair is hold here. (pic 
3.39-42)
The Bridge Lounge Complex in Qingshui, which assumes the 
functions of the traffic, rest, viewing and worship, forms a public 
activity center of the Village.
pic3.41 View towards the Yuanling Palace
(photo: Huang Chaoqun)
pic3.42 The East Pavalion
(photo: Huang Chaoqun)
23. Xue and Dai, 2009
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pic3.44 The owner takes his goods with a 
pole or a cart 
(
CASE IV
Mobile Food Stalls
Mobile food stall is an antique commercial model (pic 3.43). It’s 
convenient and flexible, spontaneous and informal. In many cases 
they are important guarantee of vitality of commercial streets.
These food stalls are reasonably distributed in towns and cities, 
as if they were precisely calculated. The reason is that each stall 
is self-financed, they try their best to pick a most reasonable 
location and schedule to maximize their benefits, at the same time 
they need to find a way to deal with the management rule. This is 
a typical case of self-regulation and self-management in Chinese 
public space.
Although these food stalls do not have a storefront like a 
restaurant, but sometimes, since they often appear in a fixed 
place with fixed schedule, gradually this informal space has 
become an important part of the neighborhood, live in people's 
memory. For example, Tanghulu grandpa at the end of the alley 
was a deep memory for the older generation.
The owners of a food stall take their goods such as Tanghulu, 
pancake and Dismum with a pole or a cart (pic 3.44), pick a 
pic3.43 Mobile food stall is an antique 
commercial model
pic3.45  Some owners cover a shed on top of 
their stalls, formed a contamporary boundary 
between public and private
(source: https://i.pinimg.com/originals/8a/7f/7a/8a7f7a752
2e58c16c590ad29446be3b3.jpg)
(source: http://img3.redocn.com/20100512/
Redocn_2010051121371731.jpg)
(source: http://img2.3png.com/aa940cc317b3e0379ba3c
70ee9518d48fe02.png)
suitable crowded public space, and start selling snacks. They 
openly display food materials and production process, passers-
by are also happy to watch and try. These food stalls gradually 
become a guarantee of street vitality. Some owners cover a shed 
on top of their stalls, forming a small window, as if within the shed 
is their private space and the guests are in the public space (pic 
3.45). In some stalls, the owners cook in the middle on feet, with 
the guests sitting around them, in this case, the guests often 
chat with the cook while they are eating (pic 3.46). The upgraded 
version would be "Dapaidang" – a food stall with folding tables 
and chairs around.(3.47)
When food stalls gather together, a food street will come into 
shape (pic 3.48), such as the food street behind Hainan University 
and night market in the Luoyang City. These kind of streets are 
usually used as vehicle roads or pedestrian streets during daytime 
and suddenly live up at night with the mobile food stalls gather.
pic3.46 In some stalls, the owner cook in the 
middle with guests around
pic3.47 "Dapaidang" – a food stall with 
folding tables and chairs around.
pic3.48 A food street comes into shape 
when food stalls gather together. 
(source: https://i.pinimg.com/originals/23/2c/00/232c006c
e36aec3be4c4d2f7719b5ef3.jpg)
(source: https://s9.rr.itc.cn/r/wapChange/20174_22_1/
a9z5rp7390562883386.jpeg)
(source: http://image.xinmin.cn/2016/04/26/
c417fef935af18891f3a61.jpg)
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Summary
Through the above study we know some of the characteristics 
and the existing problems of China's public space, as well as its 
opportunities and challenges, in which the most important points 
are the following:
1. Spontaneous growth spaces have brought great vitality to the 
city, but at the same time, because of its characteristic of disorder 
and its conflict with modern urban development order, it has 
resulted in a certain confusion.
2. Huge scale public space lacking vitality, under vehicle-oriented 
urban planning, as well as some public space in old town that is 
dilapidated, messy, lack of management, not only is a waste of 
land, but also reduces people's quality of life.
3. Due to the rapid urbanization, a large number of middle and 
low-rise residential is under demolition, and communication 
inconvenience in multi-story and high-rise residential building 
caused a weak sense of community. Besides, due to the 
population loss in rural places, the sense of belonging is also 
greatly weakened in those rural communities.
4. In the majority of China's urban planning and design programs, 
official departments have strong authority, with little public 
participation.
5. Public space presents a trend of commercialization and three-
dimensional development.
6. Since the digital revolution, with the popularity of the Internet 
and sharing economy, Chinese lifestyle has changed alot, and the 
demand for public space and way to use is has also changed.
Corresponding problems to these six points can be summarized 
as:
1. How to manage informal space? / What can be learned from 
informal space and apply it to the new design?
2. How to improve the quality of public space in both new and old 
districts?
3. How to enhance the sense of community?
4. How to achieve public participation in urban planning and 
design process?
5. How does public space develop towards commercialization 
and three-dimensions?
6. How can public space develop under the digital revolution?
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CHAPTER 4
ANALYSIS
(source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fY7jLXqEq44)
58 59
In this chapter, case study occupies a very important position in 
this study, which combines with theory, to verify the hypothesis 
step by step. The author focused on people’s influence on 
Chinese public space from different aspects, studied relevant 
cases on these impacts and then collected strategies from 
positive cases meanwhile learn lessons from negative cases.
4.1 Self-regulation and self-management in public space
Cases: 
-798 Art Zone (Beijing)
-A Cleanup of "Holes in the Wall" (Beijing)
-KAIT Workshop (Japan)
-Community City of 400 Boxes (Qingyuan)
4.2 Public participation in urban planning and design
Cases: 
-Walking Shanghai 2016 (Shanghai)
-Choi Yuen Eco-Village Redevelopment (Hong Kong)
-Q City Plan Design Competition (Shenzhen) 
-“Zhonggui Wuhan” crowd-planning platform (Wuhan)
-“CityIF” urban planning cloud platform (Beijing)
4.3 Sense of community
-Brown Sugar Workshop (Xing Village, Zhejiang Province),
-A pedestrian bridge (Zhongguan village, Guizhou Province),
- Tulou Collective Housing (Nanhai).
4.4 Micro promotion of public space
Cases:
-Baitasi Remade Project (Beijing)
-Urban Micro Space Revival Plan (Shanghai)
-World Cup on the Ming Great Wall of Nanjing
4.5 The impact of sharing economy on public space
Cases:
-Dockless Bicycle-sharing System
-Co-living
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According to previous studies, since ancient times there has been 
a game of two powers - top-down power and bottom-up power 
- in Chinese society. At the end of the Tang Dynasty and early 
Song Dynasty, the force of the people resisted the Li Fang system 
which suppressed of the commercial development. The game 
eventually ended with the concessions of the emperor, and since 
then the commerce got vigorous development. People put private 
furniture in Hutong and informal snack stalls were placed all over 
the streets. Those spontaneous behaviors are results of the game 
between supply, demand and the management. This regulatory 
mechanism can be explained with the concept borrowed from the 
ecosystem:
Ecosystem, refers to the unity of living creatures and environment 
in certain space in nature, in this unity, biology and environment 
interact and affect each other in a certain period of time in a 
relatively stable dynamic equilibrium.24
 
The city and the village where human being live, as an artificial 
ecosystem, also has a certain degree of self-regulation skill. 
Spanish artist Maider López has done some research on this 
subject.
4.1 Self-regulation and Self-management in Public Space
pic 4.1 spontaneous formation of the order 
in informal parking space. 
(photo: Maider López)
In the "Parkings" series of photos (pic 4.1), she observed the 
spontaneous formation of the order in informal parking space. 
Those drivers did not have any plan or man-made guidance, 
they reshaped this space at different time nodes under the 
circumstance of not previously been communicated with each 
other. In the absence of clear rules of the constraints, people tend 
to make a relatively reasonable choice due to the environment, 
existing order and other factors. At some point these choices 
seem to be irregular, in fact, there is some kind of internal 
relations, so that the final results remain in a relatively balanced 
state.
 
The following is her introduction to this group of photos:
"A series of photographs of unregulated car parks, the moment 
they are emptying and leaving cars decontextualized." When the 
car park is full, the driver invents new spaces where they did not 
have the cars that had arrived first and conditioned the position 
of the next ones are gone, there are cars in places and positions 
with no apparent meaning Cars that have followed a logic that we 
no longer understand.25
 
In June 2014, at Rennes' Piscine Saint Georges, she made an 
experiment, allowing 86 people to enter the pool and all started 
swimming (pic 4.2). There were too many people that the pool was 
pic4.2 Self-organized order shown in a 
swimmming pool experiment
(photo: Maider López)
24. Baike.baidu.com, 2017 25. Maider López, 2005 
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almost full. In order to keep the activity going, they spontaneously 
cooperate with each other, to maintain a relatively balanced order 
to maximize the efficiency of space use.26
 
In September 2007, Maider López placed 366 folding beach 
chairs in La Villa and Las Descalzas Squares in Madrid, Spain (pic 
4.3), and observed the behavior of users. People were free to put 
chairs according to their own needs, after a while, the formation 
of some gathered groups was created and the traffic space was 
set aside. The form of the space with the passage of time and the 
different behavior of users was constantly changing. 27
 
This kind of situation exists everywhere in our lives, for example, 
on the beach, people share this public space, usually they adjust 
their own temporary "private space" location and size along 
with the changes of number of people to share and ultimately to 
achieve a dynamic balance (pic 4.4).
These observations and studies by Maider López show that 
space where people live, as an artificial ecosystem, also has a 
certain degree of self-regulation skill. In the use of irregular space, 
in order to meet their own needs, the users, in general, can 
achieve a relatively balanced order through self-regulation and 
coordination. Meanwhile, their use of public spaces will recreate 
pic 4.3 366 chairs experiment by Maider López.
The form of the space was constantly changing 
with the passage of time and the different 
behavior of users.
(photo: Maider López)
public spaces in return.
Designers or managers have developed certain rules for space, 
but the users are spontaneous and they sometimes do not use 
space in the way as the designers expected, but weigh on their 
own needs. Some time they will choose to break the rules, and 
find a new method to use the space, thus the new space order will 
be established.
 
These violations of the rules may be due to the lack of citizenship 
and self-control, on the other hand may be that the the rules 
themselves are unreasonable or not comprehensive, therefore 
people use their own actions to protest. For example, people 
created a new trail in a park since they were dissatisfied with the 
designed trail (pic 4.5). In a hot summer day in Beijing, people 
were resting in a zone with "no entry" sign since there was no 
resting place nearby (pic 4.6)
 
Crossing the road is not a rare scene in cities, Maider López 
in 2013 recorded with a video the pedestrian use of a road in 
Istanbul, and tracked their walking routes. Ultimately the formation 
of a trajectory was completed. (pic 4.7)
This figure shows that in addition to cross the road in the way of 
pic 4.4 Self-organized order  with inner balance
(photo: Maider López)
pic4.6 People resting in a zone with "no entry" sign 
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
pic 4.5 A new trail "created" by people 
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
26. Maider López, 2014
27.Maider López, 2007
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following designed zebra crossing, many people cross the road in 
their own way. As shown in the photo, there are many blue lines/ 
the trajectories of the pedestrians, starting from or ending at left 
bottom of the photo, which is an entrance of block. These actions 
also redefine the characteristics of this street. This phenomenon in 
some way reflects the deflects of urban design, which did not give 
pedestrians enough convenience. If a zebra line was added here 
at the bottom, to a large extent this problem would be alleviated.28
CASE I
Bejing 798 Art Zone 
The famous 798 Art Zone is the first art district transformed from 
an abandoned factory in China, where was once the Bauhaus-
style 798 factory built in the 1950s as part of North China Wireless 
Joint Equipment Factory.29 (pic 4.8)
798 Art Zone was spontaneously formed by the free market and 
the artist's aggregation effect. In the 1990s, the factory gradually 
weakened and was abandoned. Since 2002, due to the low rent 
and special architectural style, artists studios and contemporary 
art institutions from areas around and outside Beijing gathered 
together in this district and gradually transformed the factory into 
pic4.7  The trajectories of pedestrians in a 
road of Istambul
(photo: Maider López)
pic 4.8 Beijing 798 Art zone. 
It was was spontaneously formed by the free 
market and the artist's aggregation effect.
(source: http://news.artron.net/20140422/n594637.html)
an art community, which made 798 art district become famous all 
around the world due to its contemporary art and LOFT lifestyle. 
The successful example of reuse abandoned industrial district 
is very valuable as China is now under the process of industrial 
transformation. After 798, appeared M50 Art District in Shanghai, 
Redtory Art District in Guangzhou, etc.
CASE II
A Cleanup of "Holes in the Wall" - Beijing
Spontaneous growth spaces have brought great vitality to the city, 
but at the same time, because of its characteristic of disorder and 
its conflict with modern urban development order, it has resulted 
in a certain confusion. So, how to manage the order of these 
informal spaces?
In the 1980s, under Economic Reform, the state encouraged 
people to start their own business, some residents chose to 
change their apartment residential apartment on the first floor 
into stores, run by themselves or sublet to other people (pic 4.9). 
This "to open a hole in the wall" phenomenon has emerged for 
more than 30 years. For local residents, many of those stores 
pic4.9 A normal street view of Beijing. 
Stores on the ground floor were for living before.
(source: http://map.baidu.com)
28. Maider López, 2013
29.Zh.wikipedia.org, 2017
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1960s: In the age of turmoil, a 
wall became a base for political 
propaganda.
1950s: The story of this wall started 
from here. A typical building was 
constructed in the initial period of 
new China with the wall facing the 
south.
2000-2005: At the night before the bid for 
Olympics, the outer walls of old residential 
buildings in Beijing were re-painted in 
a large scale for meeting the  OCOG 
inspection.   
2005-2010: At the night before Olympics, 
the walls of old buildings in Beijing were 
painted in a larger scale. In some important 
areas, falt-to-sloping roof conversion project 
was carried out.  
pic 4.10  Developing history of a  wall in 
Beijing after 1949, which shows the game 
between top-down and bottom-up power.
(source: Didu Hui Wechat public platform 
drawing: Song Zhuangzhuang, Man yuan, etc.)
1980s: With the Reform and Opening policy, 
economic recover. Some residents chose 
to change residential house of the first floor 
to convenience shops. Air conditioning and 
anti-theft bar began to appear outside the 
window of the residents. 
1970s: Affected by Tangshan earthquake, 
the structural risks of buildings in Beijing 
was exposed. As a result, residential 
bui lding bui l t  before the earthquake 
chose to add ring beam in the outside for 
reinforcing the walls.  
1990s: In the age of laid-off flows, in order 
to promote employment, the government 
opened up residential house to commercial 
use, and encourage residents to actively 
apply for business l icense, therefore 
numerous small business got developed. 
2010-2015: Since 2014, across the city, 
old  residential houses were going through 
transforming, which included stuccoing, 
installation of the uniformed air cover, 
adding outer lift, etc.    
2015-: Old neighborhoods are still under 
transformation, which includes changing the 
external insulation material and windows. 
Centralized Cleanup of ‘Holes in the Wall’ 
started from 2016. 
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has become an indispensable supporting services in their life. 
Furthermore, some stores bring a positive impact not only to itself 
but also to the surrounding environment through transformation of 
good design (pic 4.11). However, there are some stores that have 
security risks, or that its operational noise and hygienic problems 
have a negative impact on the neighborhood. 
Beijing, since 2016, had launched a vigorous action aimed at 
bricking up the holes, to deal with informal stores in old district (pic 
4.12). In first 7 months of 2017, Beijing remediated 23390 "opening 
wall".  The main purpose of this renovation is to carry out Beijing's 
industrial restructuring, remove non-capital functions, such as low-
end business and to evacuate "non-Peking" population.30
But after the action, certain phenomena appeared: some of the 
blocked stores are still open as usual, that the owners place stone 
steps or even ladder below the window for the clients to enter 
(pic 4.13). There also exists some shops whose walls are 
completely blocked, the owners draw and place signs to guide 
people walking inside to do shopping (pic 4.14).
According to public reaction, after this action of bricking up the 
holes, suddenly a lot of rigid supporting facilities were reduced 
and great inconvenience has been brought to the people's life. 
pic 4.12 Bricking up the holes
(source: http://easyread.ph.126.net/naCcc-TyxtNXWr4se
Jllhg==/7916606865291422935.jpg)
pic 4.13 After being bricked up, some 
shopkeeeepers put steps below the window and 
open the store as usual. 
(source: http://corp.caixin.com)
pic 4.11 Some well designed stores bring a 
positive impact on public space
(source: http://img.mp.itc.cn/upload/20170505/3bd510fe
ef0b405b8cc33656008476d6_th.jpeg)
pic 4.14 A hand drawn guidance of a blocked store
(source: http://news.xinhuanet.com/local/2017-
04/06/1120756691_14914332530701n.jpg )
Moreover, not only stores with environmental issues were blocked 
even some stores that are distinctive and can in reality enhance 
the quality of urban space, were blocked too. According to 
analysis in chapter 3, commercial activities can greatly enhance 
the vitality of streets, while this cleanup action reduced  the vitality 
compared with before. (pic 4.15)
Summary:
From the above analysis we can conclude that in the context of 
China, users will participate in the creation of public space be 
through self-organization and self-management, and often these 
spaces are high efficient and dynamic. This is a kind of game 
between the bottom-up power from the people and top-down 
power from the manager. The existence of informal space has its 
reasons, to deal with the over growth situation, if the managers 
use of a one-size-fits-all approach, many problems may arise 
even being counterproductive.
pic 4.15 A street before and after the action. The 
vitality of street has been greatly reduced.
(source: http://www.urbanchina.org)
30. 纽约时报中文网 国际纵览 , 2017
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So for urban designers and managers, what can they learn from 
spontaneous public space? Can they guide people to create 
space under an appropriate management in order to make the 
public space efficient, controllable and super active?
CASE III
Kanagawa Institute of Technology Workshop - Junya Ishigami31
This case is in Japan, but since the auto-organization ability is 
universal in all artificial ecosystem, on the other hand, Japanese 
culture has some similarity with Chinese culture Therefore, we 
can take this case as a reference. 
The KAIT Workshop was built as part of the redevelopment project 
on the Kanagawa Institute of Technology campus. As a service 
facility, students are free to enter the studio whenever they want 
to carry out their own creation and design work.
Designed by Junya Ishigami and Associates, The KAIT Workshop 
is a single, one-piece space with an area of about 2,000 square 
meters, with a fully transparent glass wall as facade. Under  the 
roof, 305 slender pillars hold up the whole building with different 
size and angles, making each place show distinctive features 
in the subtle relationship (pic 4.16). These all indicate that the 
pic 4.17 The designer imitates the 
ecosystem, giving users a certain freedom 
of recreating space. 
(source: archdaily.com)
pic 4.16 The plan of KAIT Workshop
It's a  single space of 2000 m2 with transparent 
facade and 305 slender random pillars.
(source: archdaily.com)
designers is imitating the ecosystem, giving users a certain 
freedom (pic 4.17). 
"I do not want to put independent functional spaces in a different 
position. In turn, I want to create a space that is a whole, in which 
each part almost has the same value. These functional spaces are 
designed to open to this nearly 2000 square meters of the overall 
large space. Each space has its own independent range, the 
space has a certain sense of distance. When people enter here 
they can immediately feel that although there is no clear limited 
space boundary, every functional space still has its own extension 
range. In order to achieve this space, we also specifically 
developed a set of CAD procedures for this project. " said Junya 
Ishigami.32
Case IV
Community City of 400 Boxes - Shuhei Aoyama33
In modern society, on the one hand, people tend to have an 
independent lifestyle - live independently, work independently, 
consume independently. The "independent age" has come; On 
the other hand, with the information revolution, many facilities and 
services are trending to be shared.  
pic 4.18 Photos of KAIT Workshop
(source: archdaily.com photos: Iwan Baan)
31. ArchDaily, 2017
32. 灵感日报 , 2013
33. YouTube, 2017 
72 73
Japanese architect Shuhei Aoyama said: "Chinese young people 
lack the concept of "home". They may have a small house, but 
from morning to night they are working outside, the house is 
basically just for sleeping at night. This kind of house can not be 
described as their home because the home is the container of 
the family. Then in this situation, does the city have other place to 
offer them the feeling of home?
He proposed and practiced a possibility for future- a shared 
community. In Qingyuan City, Guangdong Province, China, at 
a 7-storey vacant dormitory in a textile factory, he put in each 
floor about 60 "box", and in total more than 400 boxes formed a 
community. In this "community", a room is designed as a "box", 
and wheels are installed under each box, which makes the box 
free to move. Inside the box, a single bed is placed, and for the 
outer wall, residents can feel free to install furniture unit, such as 
bookshelves, wardrobe, workstations and so on. This form was 
learnt from the shared space skill from Hutong and Longtang in 
traditional cities. In this Community, kitchens, toilets and other 
functional areas that need to connect to the drainage system are 
all public, placed in the center of the floor.
In this way, the residents can choose the module according 
to their own habits and preferences. People can easily use 
pic 4.19 Ideal plan of boxes community 
designed for indeppendent age 
(source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fY7jLXqEq44)
the owner's furniture from outside and will be able to naturally 
communicate and get together with people with the same 
preferences. When some boxes of book-use were moved together, 
the space becomes a library. In addition, people can rent a 
couple of "boxes" to make business. For example, the wardrobe 
combination can become a clothing store, table combination and 
sofa combination to become a coffee shop. 
Public space between the boxes can be used to place tables, 
chairs, sofa, television, fitness equipment, etc. When it is 
necessary, the boxes can be moved away and make an entire 
public space for organizing performance activities, or make 
runway for sports meeting.
Summary:
In these two cases, the architects took full advantage of the 
user's creativity and autonomy, as well as the using behavior on 
the re-creation of space. In the design, users were left enough 
free space, and this space has unlimited possibility. In addition, 
the opening design provides user more opportunities for 
communication, which helps to enhance community cohesion. 
pic 4.21 Conceptual picture
pic 4.22 Conceptual picture
pic 4.20 Boxes are removable, which offers 
residents enough freedom of creating 
different public space 
(source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fY7jLXqEq44)
(source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fY7jLXqEq44)
(source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fY7jLXqEq44)
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According to analysis in Chapter 3, with a long history of feudal 
society, and a differential mode of association, in general, the 
Chinese public awareness is weaker than the Westerners.
January 1, 2008, China began to implement the "Urban and Rural 
Planning Law", for the first time to make public participation in 
urban planning with legal protection, and the public's right to 
know as a basic right has been confirmed. However, in the actual 
implementation process, the official still has a strong speaking 
right in most of the urban planning and design projects. The 
public had little chance to get involved in the project's design 
process.
The author has conducted interviews with nearly 20 people on 
public participation in urban planning and design. 90% of them 
never have a public participation experience. The reason can be 
summarized as four points:
1. Think that it is none of their business. 
2. Think that their views can not affect anything.
3. Do not know how to participate.
4. Do not know much about urban planning and design. 
4.2 Public Participation in Urban Planning and Design
According to opinions shown above, in order to solve current 
problems of public participation in urban planing and design, 
urban planning department need to enhance people's public 
awareness, encourage their interest of participation, popularize 
relevant knowledge and participation approaches. Moreover, 
they need to give people confidence, let them know that their 
participation is playing an important role.
urban designers and urban managers may achieve a relationship 
of cooperation in the process of urban planning and design.
CASE I
Walking Shanghai 2016 34
Walking Shanghai 2016-Community Space Micro Update Program 
Including 11 micro-renovation projects, called citizens, urban 
planners, architects, landscape architects and artists participate 
in the program.
Director of Shanghai Planning and Land Resources Administration 
said "Shanghai is increasingly attached to changing the functions 
of the government, to stimulate social vitality, advocate the 
interaction of government governance, social self-regulation and 
pic 4.23 11 micro-renovation programs of 
Walking Shanghai 2016
(source:http://www.sdpcus.cn) 
34. Sdpcus.cn, 2017 
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residents' autonomy. Urban renewal as the growth process of 
urban metabolism, from the traditional large amount of demolition 
and construction, to focus on sporadic block, idle land, quality 
improvement of small micro-space and functional shaping, to 
improve the community space environment".
We can see strategies of this case: it tries to improve the urban 
environment of an area by micro-transformation with a human-
oriented spirit, and tried to advocate the interaction of government 
governance, social self-regulation and residents´ autonomy.
CASE II 
Choi Yuen Eco-Village Redevelopment - Wang Weiren35
This re-habitation project helps 200 villagers in rural Hong Kong 
to build their new home as the result of relocation due to the 
new construction of High-speed Rail between Hong Kong and 
mainland of China (pic 4.24). 
The project is based on community participation and ecological 
awareness (pic 4.25). The designer hopes that villagers can 
maintain a close neighborhood relationship in the new village. 
So he persuaded the villagers agreed to retain the original fish 
pond and two longan forests, keep road width of 1.5 meters which 
pic 4.25 Community participation plays an 
important role in this project
(source:http://www.yixi.tv/album/133) 
pic 4.24 Choi Yuen Eco-Village Redevelopment
(source:http://www.sdpcus.cn) 
prohibits the entrance of car into the village, and take 40% of the 
village's land as a collective farmland for public use. In addition, 
the village has different scales of the square with low-cost public 
facilities such as pavilions, seats, lamps and so on.
For residential houses, each family has different demand. Three 
housing prototypes were developed for activating participations 
as well as developing a shared building pattern, social value (pic 
4.26). House locations are selected by the villagers themselves 
under the designer's coordination. Local materials and tectonic 
principles are explored to ensure a low-cost and environmentally 
sustainable project.
In this project, the villagers are involved throughout the process, 
and the designer plays the role of the guide and coordinator. 
For human scale, people-oriented public space design, call for 
public consultation through design competition is a typical way of 
public participation.
CASE III
Q City Plan Design Competition 
(pic4.27, pic 4.28)
pic 4.26 Three housing prototypes
(source:http://www.sdpcus.cn) 
35. Yixi.tv, 2016
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pic 4.27 Introduction of Q City Plan Design Competition 
(source:http://qcityplan.uedmagazine.net)
pic 4.28 Some prize winning works of Q City Plan Design Competition
(source:http://www.archcollege.com)
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New public participation ways in "Internet Plus" era
In recent years, with the advent of "Internet Plus" and big 
data era, the cost of information collection, broadcasting and 
communication has been greatly reduced, the society has 
shown a trend of decentralization and flattening. China's urban 
planning has also entered informational age. The concept of 
“crowdfunding” in the financial field extended to the field of urban 
planning, the "crowdplanning" with the participation of the public 
and professional institutions also began to rise, which encourages 
the public to participate in urban planning and design through the 
Internet.
WeChat is now the most popular mobile phone software among 
Chinese people, its function includes social communication, 
payment, media, life services, business services and so on. 
Another social media, Sina Weibo, which is similar to Twitter, is a 
platform of user-based information sharing, dissemination. Users 
released more than 100 million microblogging monthly. According 
to the 2016 data, WeChat monthly active users reached 806 
million, and microblogging monthly active users reached 297 
million. Such a large number of users and their dependence on 
these platforms bring a high degree of communication efficiency, 
which undoubtedly provides a great opportunity for public 
participation in urban planning and design.
CASE IV
“Zhonggui Wuhan” crowd-planning platform36
Wuhan City Land Resources and Planning Bureau officially 
launched the China's first "crowd-planning" platform "Zhonggui 
Wuhan" in 2015 (pic 4.29), which allows the public to participate in 
planning and design process from the beginning with online urban 
planning system, collecting public opinion through this system. 
For example, if there is a spot where a thousand people marked 
for setting up a parking lot, it means that in the surrounding district 
there is a high voice for a construction of a parking lot so that 
the planning department should consider about it in determining 
the program. "Zhonggui Wuhan" also collect public opinions 
and suggestions through competition. Moreover, they organize 
activities and encourage people's participation. 
CASE V
“CityIF” urban planning cloud platform37
Beijing Urban Planning and Design Institute uses big data to 
support urban planning, such as collecting traffic card records, 
thermal maps, GPS tracks, microblogging comments with location, 
pic 4.29 China's first crowdplanning 
platform "Zhonggui Wuhan” 
(source: http://zg.wpdi.cn/Wap)
36. Zg.wpdi.cn, 2017
37. Yixi.tv, 2017
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facial expression data, etc. These "big data" information from each 
person, can reflect objective social conditions and public opinion 
better than traditional public participation methods such as 
"opinion book" "questionnaire" "hearings". In addition, it also saves 
a lot of time and effort. "For urban planning, big data allows us to 
understand the aspirations of the public better, and we can even 
guide citizen's participation in the planning and management 
of the city in the future." said Mao Mingrui, the manager of this 
project.
Beijing Urban Planning and Design Institute also founded an 
urban planning cloud platform – “CityIF”, to encourage public 
participation in different places of urban planning. For example, 
in 2014 Beijing International Design Week, they invited citizens to 
make an intuitive evaluation of the walking environment in Beijing’s 
streets - the blue pin on behalf of the “walking environment is 
good”, the red pin on behalf of “the walking environment is not 
good”. Eventually, this map was tied 1560 pins. After that, urban 
planners organize the data and publish it to the "CityIF" WeChat 
public platform. Now, people can also put their pin directly on the 
virtual map through the online platform.
In addition to the “walking environment evaluation map”, "CityIF" 
also launched "mood map", " water displacement map", "cycling 
pic 4.30 Online "waking environment 
evaluation map" on CityIF platform 
(source: "CityIF" Wechat public platform)
investigation" and other online activities, then make them into 
valuable urban planning data. It achieved a space conversion 
of public participation —— from the physical space to virtual 
online space —— take advantage of the convenience of Internet 
and mobile phone. Furthermore, urban planning knowledge and 
articles as well as organization of lectures, seminars are regularly 
pushed in the public platform, in order to popularize relevant 
knowledge to people.
Nowadays more and more online platforms appear, some focus 
on sustainable cities and transportation, some try to promote their 
own project, and some draw urban comics, etc. Urban planning 
has been gradually popularized in an interesting way because 
of the free internet culture, public awareness has also been 
gradually formed. With public awareness, it is easier to achieve 
the sustainable urban development.pic 4.31 CityIF platform popularize urban 
planning knowledge to people through regularly 
publishing articles and activities 
(source: "CityIF" Wechat public platform)
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Summary: 
The five cases above show that although China has a weak base 
en public participation, there are some solutions:
Walking Shanghai 2016 shows that people, designers and 
managers can cooperate with each other on public space 
micro-promotion. The case of Caiyuan Village shows that the 
designer can play a role as a guide and a mediator in a project. 
The community can participate throughout the whole project, 
meanwhile, the designer may control the overall situation with his 
professional knowledge. Q city plan collects public wisdom by 
design competition. "Zhonggui Wuhan" put this process online, 
asking for public opinion and crowdplaning. "CityIF" cloud platform 
support urban planning with big data and take full advantage 
of information era. At the same time, many online platforms 
focus on popularizing knowledge related to urban planning and 
encouraging public participation.
So we can conclude that people, urban designers and urban 
managers are not antagonistic, they can achieve the relationship 
of cooperation in urban planning and design programs. In 
addition, designers can also guide people to participate in 
programs of public space at different phases, including research, 
design, construction, use and re-creation.
Sense of Community is a term of sociology, which refers to 
the psychological status of community residents who classify 
themselves as a collection of people in a certain area.38 According 
to the analysis of chapter 3, we can see that Chinese people in 
the traditional concept, treat social relations with the way of the 
differential pattern, so that the feeling of connection is stronger 
with community they live in than common public space that is 
open to everyone. There is an old saying "A good neighbor is 
better than brother far off". 
In traditional residential areas such as Hutong, Linong, people 
have a strong sense of belonging to their own living environment 
that they treat the community as their home (pic 4.32), decorating 
with their own furniture and plants to create public space as the 
community's living room. The creation of public space has further 
increased public communication activities, and then once again 
promotes the sense of community, which forms a virtuous circle.
Public space is the platform for interpersonal and public activities, 
the closer the interpersonal relationship, the stronger the cultural 
self-confidence, and the stronger the sense of community.
4.3 Sense of Community
pic 4.32 A neighborhood with strong sense of 
community in Hong kong during the 1960s
(source: movie Echoes of the Rainbow)
38. En.wikipedia.org, 2017
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As general secretary of China, Xi Jinping expressed  "to make 
dwellers can enjoy the view of mountains and waters and are 
reminded of their hometowns ."39
However, due to the impact the rapid urbanization, a large number 
of middle and low-rise residential were demolished, and many 
new mechanical replication multistorey and high-rise residential 
community lost the color of life and human vitality. The opportunity 
of communication with neighbors is reducing (some people 
even do not know their neighbors) and interpersonal relationship 
in community is weak nowadays. Lack of sense of community, 
residents show indifference to community life and activities (pic 
4.33). Besides, due to the population loss in country sides, the 
sense of community in rural community is also greatly weakened.
The survey shows that the higher the degree of participation 
into public life, the higher the sense of community. Therefore, 
designers and managers can create a good public communication 
space which can guide residents to participate in public life and 
activities, increasing a sense of belonging, and then to achieve 
the sustainable development of the community.
pic 4.33 Normally, residents of high density 
residential districts have weak sense of community 
(Shenzhen, photo: Yuke Zhao)
CASE I
Brown Sugar Workshop in Xing Village  - Xu Tiantian40
Xing Village is located in Songyang County, Zhejiang Province (pic 
4.34). Brown sugar is an important industry in this village. Here the 
villagers have retained the ancient craft of manufacturing brown 
sugar. Their products are very popular in the surrounding area 
which brings them a good income and keeps a stable population 
in the village. 
However, as the industry "base" of the village, the original brown 
sugar family workshop, basically was set up by simple light steel 
scaffolding structures, with poor management and bad hygiene 
conditions, constituting of a fire hazard in the village. 
The new-built workshop designed by Xu Tiantian, has multi-
function as a brown sugar production plant, a village activity 
center and a cultural display center. The workshop emphasizes 
the value of traditional culture, making the co-working production 
space a "stage" of performing ancient craft manufacture, which 
can be described as a museum with live display (pic 4.36).
Since the new workshop was put into use, the production 
conditions has been greatly improved, the traditional brown sugar 
pic 4.35 A photo of Brown Sugar Workshop
(source:http://www.archiposition.com)
pic 4.34 The location and masterplan of Brown 
Sugar Workshop
(source:http://www.archiposition.com)
40. Archiposition.com, 201739. 马玉佳 , 2017
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processing is gradually stepping into industrial processing, and 
a series of brown sugar tourism services has been developed. 
The culture self-confidence and sense of community of villagers 
has been increased meanwhile their income has been improved. 
In addition, this brown sugar workshop has become an important 
public space of Xing Village, where villagers can spend their 
spare time after working, where tourists can experience pastoral 
poetry, and where cultural activities would be held. 
The space promoted the serve of community in the village through 
offering a co-working space, an communication and activity 
space. Also the villagers' culture confidence was increased 
because of it. 
pic 4.36 The co-working production space is a 
stage of performing ancient craft manufacture, 
and also a public activity space of the village. 
(source:http://www.archiposition.com)
CASE II
A pedestrian bridge in Zhongguan village - Fu Yingbin41
  
In Zhongguan Village, Guizhou Province, a river connecting 
north and south divides the village into two parts. Crossing the 
river had become a difficult and dangerous thing, which blocked 
the communication of both sides (pic 4.37, pic 4.38). Therefore, 
building a bridge had become a very necessary thing. The 
designer Fu Yingbin expected the bridge not only can improve 
the local villagers travel conditions, but also can serve as a link to 
rebuild the relationship between people, the village and nature.
 
“We are not building one bridge, but two. One is the bridge of 
essence, the other is between the people and the second one is 
more important.” said Fu Yingbin, designer of the bridge.
The construction of the bridge did not ask for help from 
professional construction team, instead it was built by the 
villagers themselves (pic 4.40). The transportation of the village is 
inconvenient and villages as main construction workers only know 
limited simple technology, so that the designer choose simple, 
easy and stable materials and construction methods.
The process of construction was a process of cooperation 
pic 4.38 Crossing the river was inconvinient before. 
(source:http://www.gooood.hk)
pic 4.37 The pedestrian bridge connects both 
sides of the village.
(source:http://www.gooood.hk)
pic 4.39 Elevation of the bridge
(source:http://www.gooood.hk)
41. Gooood.hk, 2017 
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between the designers and the villagers. During the construction, 
males in the village were burdened with the heavy work. In China, 
since ancient times building bridges in the countryside is a work 
that can bring benefits to the future generations therefore the 
villagers even built a meritorious stone table beside the newly built 
bridge to express their feeling of gratitude. When the construction 
was almost done, the most prestigious old men in the village were 
invited for the final ceremony, in which all villagers participated.
 
After the completion, the bridge became an important public 
space in the village. In the morning and evening, the villagers 
spontaneously come here to chat, play and enjoy the scenery. It 
not only solved the traffic problem, but also promoted the sense of 
community to the village (pic 4.41). 
pic 4.40 Villagers cooperated to build the 
bridge by themselves. 
(source:http://www.gooood.hk)
pic 4.41 Now the bridge is an important 
public space in the village.
(source:http://www.gooood.hk)
CASE III
Tulou Collective Housing – URBANUS41
In the tradition, the inhabitants of Hakka use this kind of collective 
housing with external closures to resist the invasion of enemies, 
meanwhile Tulou could be used for living, storage, shops, 
markets, sacrifices, public entertainment and other functions, with 
great cohesion42 (pic 4.42).
The project Tulou Collective Housing was built in 2008, located in 
Nanhai City, Guangdong Province. It´s an architectural experiment 
trying to solve the problem of low-rent housing through private 
investment - an experiment of Vanke company. It tried to enhance 
the sense of community in the high-density housing through 
inward public space.
This project explores how to take advantage of the idle land that 
is left in the high-speed urban development process such as 
space beside viaduct. The cost of these land is very low, which 
make the development of low-rent housing become possible (pic 
4.43). In this project, URBANUS imitates a special form of Chinese 
dwelling- Tulou. "The new Tulou" with external closures shield 
itself from the harsh environment outside, what's more, the strong 
internal centripetal also reduces sense of indifference of modern 
pic 4.42 Tulou is a kind of traditional Hakka 
collective housing with external closures and 
strong centripetal.
(source:http://wikipedia.org)
pic 4.43 This project tries to take advantage of idle, 
cheap land to solve the problem of low rent housing.
(source:http://www.urbanus.com.cn)
41.Urbanus.com.cn, 2008
42. En.wikipedia.org, 2017
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pic 4.44 Expect for strong internal centripetal, lots of public 
space and service facilities such as shops and fitness room are 
offered in Tulou Housing, in order to create a little warm society. 
(source:http://www.urbanus.com.cn)
dormitory building, combined with service facilities such as shops 
and fitness room, to create a kind of affinity, which helps to keep 
the sense of community and to create a small warm society.
(pic 4.44, pic 4.45)
 
Summary:
Through these three cases we can see different methods to 
improve the sense of community through public space. 
In the case of Xing Vi l lage brown sugar workshop, the 
construction of the brown sugar workshop promoted the working 
environment of the villagers, created the village's important 
public activity space, and the construction itself became a show 
stage as presenting the villagers traditional production process, 
which shows the unique characteristics of village. It promoted 
the village’s economy by improving the tourism industry, brought 
a stronger culture confidence and sense of community to the 
pic 4.45 There are lots of communication space in 
Tulou Housing to enhance the sense of community
(source:http://www.urbanus.com.cn)
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villagers, and led the village stepping into a healthy development 
circle.
In the case of Pedestrian Bridge in Zhongguan Village, the 
villagers were united in the process of construction, which 
awakened traditional culture and customs, strengthened 
the cohesion, cultural identity and sense of community. The 
Pedestrian Bridge after completion provides a dynamic public 
space for the village.
In the case of Tulou collective housing, the culture of traditional 
Chinese dwellings has been inherited and a sense of community 
was consciously created. Through the centripetal living space, 
a large number of public communication space, and supporting 
service facilities are provided in the community, the designers are 
trying to make it a small warm society.
The promotion of sense of community through public space can 
improve people's interest of participating in community public life. 
In turn, people's participation has a positive effort in public space. 
In this process, people, urban designers and urban managers are 
not antagonistic, they can achieve the relationship of cooperation. 
4.4 Micro Promotion of Public Space
According to the study of Project for Public Space (PPS), good 
public spaces should be accessible, comfortable and sociable 
with activities43. High quality public space can enhance the quality 
of life in the surrounding area and promote commercial activities.
William H. Whyte points out “the close connection between 
qualities of city space and city activities and documents how often 
quite simple physical alterations can improve the use of the city 
space noticeably”. If the physical environment is improved a little, 
a changing of using the city space is noticeable.
Speaking of activating public space to improve the quality of life, 
Copenhagen is an indispensable case. 
In the 1950s, modernist architecture and urban planning in 
an aerial view were popular (pic 4.46). Like many other cities, 
Copenhagen became a motor vehicle orientation industrial city 
(pic 4.47), with cars occupying most of the roads and squares, 
where pedestrians struggled to survive in smallest public space. 
As Strøget, a main street, was pedestrianized. In the year 1962, 
Copenhagen started it´s transformation plan which can be 
summed up into the following four phases44:
pic 4.47 Copenhagen was a motor vehicle 
orientation industrial city in 1950s 
(source: https://i.pinimg.com/originals/08/67/48/086748d
db408097862a15d8b69c8b9ee.jpg)
pic 4.46 Le Corbusier's hand - Mordernist urban 
planning in an aerial view
(source: http://www.archdaily.com/411878/ad-classics-
ville-radieuse-le-corbusier)
43. Spaces, 2017 
44. Cities for people: A lecture by Jan Gehl, 2013
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Phase 1: 1960-1980 
Pedestrianize streets (walking / promenade)
Phase 2: 1980-2000
Increase car-free squares  and cafées (staying / recreation)
Phase 3: 2000- 
Create activity parks and playgrounds (playing / sports / activities)
Phase 4: 
General improvements for pedestrians and public life throughout 
the city (walk/be safe/enjoy)
By changing the idea into “people first”, with more than 50 years 
of continuous efforts, an impressive culture of using public space 
culture has gradually evolved (pic 4.48, pic 4.49).
“We have had this wonderful feeling that very morning when we 
woke up, the city was a little bit better than it was yesterday.” 
——Jan Gehl
This case of Copenhagen is not just about how to activate a 
space, but about how to activate an entire city. The Scandinavian 
Peninsula where Copenhagen locate in had no tradition of 
pic 4.49 The amount of pedestrian streets in 
Copenhagen has greatly increased since the first 
pedestrian street appeared in 1962 
(source:http://www.nuprometheus.com/olyblog/images/
copenhagen.png)
pic 4.48 Development of car-free streets and 
squares 1962-1996, Copenhagen
(source:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOaKUO6rBaY)
public life as Southern Europe, climate conditions are also very 
unfavorable, but the fact shows that good public space can 
attract and increase human use and participation, imperceptibly 
form and develop public awareness and people's use can also 
recreate the space.
In China, some cities have also started their plan to activate an 
area or a city by improving public space.
CASE I 
Baitasi Remade Project
First launched with the 2015 edition of Beijing Design Week in 
the context of Baitasi historic hutong district, Baitasi Remade 
is a program of urban renewal tasked to integrate communal 
engagement, architectural and infrastructural upgrading by way 
of soft-strategies development, keeping a watchful eye on cultural 
making. 
Baitasi Remade's strategy is "courtyard renovation + alley 
promotion + district update + community co-construction", 
emphasizing the role of design in the community, trying to build 
a new neighborhood relationship and a new alley community 
ecology.
pic 4.50 Playgrounds are built in Copenhagen in 
order to increse the vitality of the city
(source: printerest.com)
pic 4.51 Baitasi Remade projects for 2017 
Beijing Design Week
(source:  Baitasi Remade Wechat public platform)
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A. Hutong playground45
It aims to provide a multi-functional activity space for residents of different age in Baitasi community, 
emphasizing the importance of human scale. And as a social node, the vitality of public space entered into 
private space, to redefine the traditional sense of public and private boundaries.
B. Micro Yuan'er - Standard Architecture46
The #8 Cha’er Hutong courtyard is a typical “Da-Za-Yuan”—big messy courtyard—once occupied by over a 
dozen families. Over the past fifty years, each family built a small add-on kitchen in the courtyard. These add-
on structures are usually considered as urban scrap and all of them have been wiped out with the renovation 
practices during the past years.
Different from the conventional redevelopment strategies, by redesigning, renovating and reusing the add-
on structures in the hutong courtyards, the project allows Beijing citizens and the government to see new and 
sustainable possibilities for how to put our messy additions to good use. Maybe they can be recognized as 
cultural relics and critical layers of recent Beijing’s hutong life rather than things that should be erased entirely.
(source:  Baitasi Remade Wechat public platform)
C. BAITA cinema - BaO Architects47
The BAITAcinema is an ephemeral activation of a small courtyard in Baitasi district. the project is in fact the first 
step of a long-term plan to transform this courtyard into a permanent cultural space for collective and shared 
actions. In essence, the amphitheater proposed to create a space that is traditionally associated with public 
life, community space, and civic gathering, within a setting that epitomizes domesticity and the intimacy of the 
Chinese family life.
(source:http://www.standardarchitecture.cn/v2news/7299) 
(source:http://www.archdaily.com/800086/baitacinema-bao-architects) 45. Baitasi Remade Wechat public platform, 2017
46. Standardarchitecture.cn, 2015 47. ArchDaily, 2016
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CASE II
Urban Micro Space Revival Plan - Shanghai48
The Urban Micro Space Revival Plan is organized by PhD. Dai 
Chun, a senior editor of academic architectural magazine, and 
Doctor Yu Ting, a notable local architect. The revival plan aims to 
motivate designers who feel highly responsible to the society, to 
discover, to research and to design the 'lost space' around us. As 
a result, negative space will be activated and positively improve 
our living spaces and communal spaces. They hope that these 
lost spaces can be quickly transformed into significant carriers 
for citizen’s personal life and public activities. More importantly, it 
is trying to arouse every citizen’s sense of belonging to their living 
community. So far, they have received positive responses from a 
large group of junior architects. Here are two cases of the plan:
A. LuTing - Yu Ting and Tong Lingfeng
Project is located at the entrance of Hongkou District Music Valley 
area with the tallest tree on the road. The designers expanded 
the original pedestrian space, as compensation for the occupied 
public space. The wood structure device is constructed in a lively 
and viable form to arouse the awareness of spirit of the place. 
At the same time, with a lightweight gesture to avoid the original 
pic 4.52 Lu Ting
(source: https://www.cc362.com/content/YwP9z7Rv15.html)
CASE III
World Cup on the Ming Great Wall of Nanjing
During the 2014 World Cup period, the football games were shown 
on the Ming Great Wall of Nanjing by 16 projectors with the total 
screen size of 1000 m2 (pic 4.54). In the game break time, football-
related activities and games were also organized to improve the 
vitality. This activity gathered a lot of citizens and it's similar with 
people's gather for opera performance in traditional Chinese life. 
They are both open and attract people with interesting activities.
pic 4.54  World Cup on the Ming Great 
Wall of Nanjing
(source: http://img04.hc360.com/
audio/201406/201406171431236152.jpg
space occupants of the conflict. (pic 4.52)
B. Ren Shanshui - Wang Yan
The project is located at Jing'an Temple Square, Shanghai. The 
device itself is both an artwork and a public space for activities. 
A series of public events take place in this "landscape bonsai", 
it is an experimental field, a theater, a market, a playground… It 
stimulates the city's vitality and creativity, and shows an open city 
spirit. (pic 4.53)
In this case, the project aims to motivate designers who feel highly 
responsible to the society. It focuses on 'lost space' around us, 
pic 4.53 Ren Shanshui
48. Iarch.cn, 2015
(source:  http://suzhou.a963.com/uploadfi
le/2016/0823/20160823110634149.jpg)
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The author collected photos of active public space from the internet and summed up several elements which are 
common used in these spaces to increase the vitality of public space:
A. Reflexible material
Material like mirrors will wake people's curiosity, it can cause the interaction between people, themselves and 
others. It can also can show people the public space from another perspective.
(source: https://es.pinterest.com) 
B.Bright colors
High saturation colors can quickly attract attention.
But the bright colors are more applicable to low color saturation plain background, in the chaos of the 
background may not achieve outstanding results, as shown on the right. (done with photoshop)
(source: https://es.pinterest.com) 
(source: own elaboration)
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C.Shallow water
It offers a safe envioronment that encourage people, especially kids, to play.
(source: https://es.pinterest.com) 
D.Step stone
E.Multi-functional surface
(source: https://es.pinterest.com) 
(source: https://es.pinterest.com) 
(source: http://5b0988e595225.cdn.sohucs.com/
images/20170924/f8e458bf82004a629d4a78c3b52e45de.jpeg)
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E.Multi-functional surface
G. Hopscotch
(source: https://es.pinterest.com) 
(source: https://es.pinterest.com) 
H. Net
I. Hammock
To sum up, elementsshown above which can increase the vitality of public space have characteristics of 
creative, dramatic, playable, comfortable and sociable. 
(source: https://es.pinterest.com) 
(source: https://es.pinterest.com) 
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Summary:
Micro-promotion of public space can improve people's interest 
in public life, meanwhile people's participation of public life has 
a good reaction to public space, thus improve overall quality of 
a district or a city. It's an efficient and low cost way. Beijing and 
Shanghai are trying to achieve this improvement with different 
ways: Baitasi Remade project uses soft-strategies that encourage 
public participation to build a new community ecology. Urban 
Revival Plan Shanghai focuses on 'lost space' around us, and 
aims to motivate designers who feel highly responsible to the 
society.
These overall improvements plans are based on a series of micro-
promotion on individual public space. Characteristics of elements 
that are often used to activate individual public space can be 
summed up as creative, dramatic, playable, comfortable, sociable 
and with activity. 
4.5 The Impact of Sharing Economy on Public Space
Recently, there has been a boom in sharing economy in China. 
In Beijing, Guangzhou, Shanghai and other cities, following the 
Uber, bicycle-sharing, car-sharing, many other new forms like 
basketball sharing, umbrella sharing continue to emerge.
 “Sharing” is not a new concept. In traditional society, friends 
or neighbors often borrow things or share information with each 
other, this is a form of sharing. But this “sharing” is limited in 
space and relationships. After 2000, with the advent of web2.0 
era, users began to share information with strangers in the 
internet.49
Around 2010, with the emergence of a series of physical sharing 
platforms such as Uber and Airbnb, "sharing economy" first 
appeared. It is for the purpose of obtaining remuneration, based 
on strangers, with a temporary transfer of use right of the item or 
space. It involves three main players, the demander, the supplier 
and the sharing economic platform.
With sharing the economy, many of the items or spaces that 
were originally privately owned are used to share and lease in 
order to improve their efficiency. Meanwhile, boundaries between 49.  Baike.baidu.com, 2017
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pic 4.56 Traditional docked public bike system
(source:wap.ibike668.com)
pic 4.57 New dockless bicycle-sharing system work 
with mobile app, QR code, GPS and digital payment
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
public and private have been blurred. Every user, whether as a 
supplier or demander, is involved in the the matter of "redefine the 
boundaries between public and private".
In this section, the author analyzes the impact of sharing economy 
on public space by taking two kinds of sharing economic forms 
which have more direct influence on public space in China: 
dockless bicycle-sharing and co-living.
CASE I
Dockless bicycle-sharing
Cycling is a healthy, green, environmental friendly transportation. 
It can reduce traffic congestion and air pollution. Many Western 
countries emphasize the role of cycling in the process of creating 
people-oriented city, for example, Jan Gehl has repeatedly 
stressed the importance of cycling to enhance livability of 
Copenhagen (pic 4.55). 
In 2007, public bicycle-sharing system began to arise in China, 
but it had not been promoted because of its inconvenience 
(pic 4.56). From 2016, a number of private competing app-
based dockless bike-sharing systems have started to popularize 
in numerous cities across China (pic 4.57). They are intended to 
pic 4.55  Bicycle takes an important role in 
Copenhagen's transformation
(source: http://www.avenuecalgary.com/February-2014/5-
Cycling-Lessons-Calgary-Can-Learn-From-Copenhagen/
copenhagen_0.jpeg)
solve the last mile issue in which people face the problem of being 
stuck a bit too far from their destination to walk, but too close to 
take a taxi. 50
Statistics of riding distance shown on the left (pic 4.58) shows 
that the majority of ridings are within 3 km, 62% of ridings are with 
1 km, which corresponds the original aim of dockless bicycle-
sharing.51
According to the report of the Ministry of Communications Science 
on September 23, 2017, the congestion rate in Guangzhou 
and Shenzhen decreased by 6.8% and 4.1% respectively after 
the boom of bicycle-sharing, while the proportion of bicycle 
trips doubled from 5.5% to 11.6%. In the 20 cities participating 
in the survey in the second quarter, users of bicycle-sharing 
accumulated the total riding distance of 1.988 billion kilometers, 
saving 83.88 million liters of gasoline, reducing carbon dioxide 
emissions 214661 tons and reducing PM2.5 emissions 14.1 tons.52
Dockless bicycle-sharing not only facilitates people's daily life, 
changes the traffic conditions, but also promotes the improvement 
of bicycle service facilities. After the fast rise of dockless bicycle-
sharing, the demand for bicycle service facilities has increased 
rapidly, therefore, many cities have started to build bike lanes 
pic 4.59 A police working with an "ofo" bike
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
pic 4.60 Shared bikes near metro station 
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
pic 4.58 Statistics of riding distance per time. 
(source: http://www.jianshu.com/p/2a20d2a97ac0)
50. En.wikipedia.org, 2017
51. 简书 , 2017
52. Sina.com.cn, 2017 
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system and bicycle parking lots. 
At the end of 2016, number of users of dockless bicycle-sharing 
system is 18.86 million, it’s expected to reach 50 million by the 
end of 2017. Many Chinese cities have experienced massive 
growth in the number and use of these bikes, clogging sidewalks 
around major commercial hubs and subway stations with parked 
bikes (pic 4.60, pic 4.61). The dockless bicycle-sharing system 
does have a lot of benefits, but from another point of view, its 
essence is a bicycle rental service, all the bicycles belong to bike 
rental companies such as Mobike and Ofo, which means that 
products of these companies have occupied a large number of 
urban public spaces and caused some chaos.
Recently governments start to supervise sharing-bicycles and are 
trying to make it a public service facility.
CASE II
Co-living
As described in 3.1 of this article, the case of co-living “Community 
City of 400 Boxes” designed by Shuhei Aoyama, reflects a new 
residential model, with redefined understanding of private space 
and public space.
pic 4.62 A co-living cummunity in 
Guangzhou
(source:https://www.youplus.cc)
pic 4.61 Bikes clogging sidewalks 
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
In a co-living community (pic 4.62), every resident has his own 
private room, and at the same time they share common space 
such as living room, kitchen and bathroom. This co-living mode 
has highly increased the space utilization rate and reduced costs. 
Meanwhile, it meets the lifestyle of young people in big cities. In 
the author’s point of view, co-living to some extent is the return 
of the traditional living mode, only that the factor that keeps 
residents’ relationship is no longer kinship (pic 4.63).
pic 4.63 Plan of a Chinese traditional residential 
house in Fujian Province.
The living mode is similar with co-living, just the 
factor that keeps residents’ relationship is kinship.
(own colaboration)
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CHAPTER 5
CONCLUSION
(photo: Yuke Zhao)
Summary:
Sharing economy is changing public space with a non-
government-driven way. It's redefining the boundaries between 
public and private. Every user, as the base of sharing economy, 
whether as a supplier or a demander, is involved in the in this 
process.
Driven by the market, sharing economy is growing fast. To 
some extent, its products are even replacing government-led 
public service facilities. In this context, the government can seek 
cooperation with sharing economic companies to provide public 
service facilities in a more efficient and flattened way.
Under the influence of sharing economy and Internet Plus, 
people's public awareness will be gradually enhanced, which will 
promote public life, sense of community, community participation 
and public participation.
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Hypothesis 1. In the Chinese context, public space has the ability 
of self-regulation. The process of using can be a process of 
recreating public space.
The ecosystem has the ability of self-regulation. Space where 
people live, as an artificial ecosystem, also has a certain degree 
of self-regulation skill. In the use of irregular space, in order 
to meet their own needs, the users, in general, can achieve a 
relatively balanced order through self-regulation and coordination. 
Meanwhile, their use of public space affects the status of the 
space, which is a process of recreating public space.
In this study, cases such as Hutong´s self-regulation, antique 
mobile food stalls and spontaneously-formed food street, 798 
Art Zone,  and the broken of Li Fang System, all can prove this 
hypothesis.
To a further stage, this feature can also be extended to public 
space design. The designer can take full advantage of the user's 
creativity and ability of self-regulation, to guide people to create 
space under an appropriate management in order to make the 
public space efficient, controllable and super active.
Hypothesis 2. In the Chinese context, the promotion of public 
space quality and sense of community can enhance people's 
interest in public life. People‘s participation has a positive effect 
on public space.
According to the description of section 4.3, in cases of Brown 
Sugar Workshop, Pedestrian Bridge in Zhongguan Village and 
Tulou Complex, through public space construction, sense of 
community as well as public life were improved. Under the 
influence of each other, sense of community is the base of 
community participation, meanwhile, community participation can 
improve people's sense of community.
According to cases of Baitasi Remade, Urban Micro Space Revival 
Plan as well as three cases above, the promotion of public space 
can attract more users and more activities, which in turn makes 
the space more and more active and attractive.
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